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PREFACE
Dr. Janice Buchanan sparked my interest in the Orient while I was studying for a minor degree
in architecture at St. Petersburg Junior College. I received the assignment of researching and
reporting on Japanese culture while enrolled in her honors humanities class. Learning that Japanese
culture had its roots in Chinese history, aroused an interest that would eventually lead me to travel
to the opposite side of the world.
My interest in China grew as I worked on an undergraduate degree at the University of South
Florida. I had the opportunity to study Chinese culture under the direction of Dr. Harvey Nelsen,
a well-respected professor, specializing in Chinese affairs. Yet no matter how much I studied the
Orient, I knew that I could not understand the culture fully, unless I experienced China firsthand .
I received the opportunity to explore China in the summer of 1997 when I was selected as a
participant in the Foreign Teachers Exchange Program. Visiting Beijing, Wuhan, and Shanghai added
a dimension to my understanding of China that would have been impossible without the experience.
The following manuscript presents some of the experiences and knowledge gained throughout my
JOurney.

Vll

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

China has been working for nearly a century to bring about the modernization of what has
been considered the world's oldest continuous major world civilization. The initial call for reform
came from the late Emperor Guangxu in the late 1890s after he realized that China seriously lagged
behind the world on most fronts. 1 Europe and America had undergone the pains of modernization
through the industrial revolution, a phenomenon that China chose to ignore, and were now reaping
the benefits. Japan, a nation more closely related to China, had prospered by imitating the West and
taking advantage of its technology and some aspects of its culture. To its detriment, China felt that
its superiority over other nations was irrefutable and permanent and chose to ignore the events that
were taking place around the world. Subsequently, the events of the early twentieth century brought
China to her knees forcing her to acknowledge her weaknesses and submit to reforms.

Brief History

In the eighteenth century, China was truly the "Middle Kingdom," the center of the world.
At the opening of the nineteenth century, China was still the dominant power in Asia; however,
China's defeat by the Japanese in 1895 had a profound effect. Victory by Western powers was

1

The Yale system renders the name of the Emperor "Kuang Hsu." On I January 1979, the Chinese
Government officially adopted the pinyin system ofRomanization. The pinyin system will be used throughout the
text with reference to the Yale system.

1

2
tolerable as Westerners were considered godlike. However, conquest at the hands of the Japanese,
a race more like themselves, was unbearable. In humiliation, Emperor Guangxu spoke from the
Imperial Throne in January 1898:
we are in a crisis where we are beset on all sides by powerful neighbors who craftily
seek advantage from us and who are tying to combine their strength in overpowering us.
Our neighbors see our defensive preparations in a state of neglect and decay and our fleet
smaU and insignificant. In our opinion, therefore, the need of the day is that we begin
reforming ourselves and diligently reorganize our defenses . . . The Celestial Empire must
abandon bigoted conservatism and obsolete and unpractical customs . . . We must select
subjects of Western knowledge that will keep us in touch with the times and diligently
study them and practice them in order to place our country abreast of other countries.2
China's Emperor was forced to acknowledge the deficiency to her subjects as she was completely
exposed to the world as an inferior and backward nation. Emperor Guangxu spoke again on 11 June
1898:
.. . Let us ask what other country except our own is there that is labouring under such
difficulties because of being behind the times? . .. Our scholars are now without solid and
practical education; our artisans are without scientific instructions; when compared with
other countries we soon see the glaring difference between our strength and the strength
of other; and when we compare the ready wealth of this Empire with those of other
countries the difference is still greater, to our detriment .. . With these objects in view
let us strive toward advancement and progress. 3
Emperor Guangxu's plea for the entire nation to cooperate met with opposition from the
conservative ruling elite as those with government posts realized that their positions were in jeopardy.
One after another, officials lost their positions when reformers identified their posts as being
unnecessary or in need of reform. Even the privileged Manchu Bannermen were now expected to

2

MeribethE. Cameron, Ph.D. , The Refonn Movement in China 1898-1912 (New York: Octagon Books,
1963), 34,36, 49.
3

Ibid., 36.

3

"enter some useful employment. "4 The elites called upon Empress Dowager Cixi to emerge from her
5

retirement to intervene and temper the reforms in order to save "the old ways. '' But the empress
chose not to intervene until reports of her impending imprisonment reached the Summer Palace where
she was residing.
Emperor Guangxu had planned to imprison Cixi for fear that she would stifle the reform plans
at the urging of the conservatives. The tables were turned on Guangxu when Cixi emerged from
retirement and, with the support of the ultraconservatives and the political opportunist Yuan Shikai,
engineered a coup d'etat on 21 September 1898.
Ultimately, for his effort at modernization, Emperor Guangxu was forced to abdicate the
Imperial Throne on 21 September 1898. The Empress Dowager Cixi ordered Emperor Guangxu into
exile and imprisoned him on the island Ying Tai within the walls of the Forbidden City where he
remained until his death on 14 November 1908. 6 The Empress Cixi died shortly after Guangxu, and
the Empire fell into chaos for the next forty years. 7 Surviving warlordism and civil war, The Peoples
Republic of China emerged on 1 October 1949 as a Socialist state with Mao Zedong at the helm.8
Chairman Mao reunified China under the Chinese Communist Party and campaigned for the
modernization of the country, adopting the Soviet model of economic and social reconstruction. The

4

Ibid., 47.

5

Yale system ofRomanization renders the Empress's name "Tzu Hsi."

6

Claims of murder by poison sanctioned by Empress Dowager Cixi were later suppot1ed by Princess Der
Ling in her work entitled Old Buddha.
7

The Manchu child Emperor Pu'Yi ascended the throne on 1 December 1908 but was forced to abdicate
on 12 February 191 2. He was restored to the throne on I July 1917 and again abdicated on 12 July 1917 although
the second abdication edict was never read. Instead, the Republic issued a manifesto declaring the restoration of
Pu'Yi as fraudulent. The warlord era soon followed.
8

Yale system of Romanization renders the name "Mao Tse Tung."

4

Chinese Communists Party's popularity soared as economic and social conditions improved under the
First Five Year Plan (1953-1957). However, in 1958 China broke away from the Soviet model when
Mao announced a new economic plan designed to catapult China to the status of a developed and
progressive nation. Within a year the results of Mao's "Great Leap Forward" had devastated the
economy reversing the gains made during the successful First Five Year Plan and claimed the lives
of at least twenty million Chinese through famine . China's modernization was further compromised
by the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution" which raged from 1966 to 1976. Chairman Mao's
death on 9 September 1976 and the arrest of the Gang of Four on 6 October 1976 had cleared the
way for the twice removed Deng Xiaoping, Vice-Premier and acting Party General Secretary to work
toward a pragmatic approach to China's failing economy, which China succeeded in concealing from
the world.

In the late 1970s Deng Xiaoping initiated the opening of China to the West and, as a result,
our knowledge of China has improved significantly. Foreign sinologists have enjoyed increased
access to China's archives allowing advances in the fields of history, political science, anthropology,
economics, and demographics to name a few. We have a better understanding of formal and
informal power structure and the nuances of policy making processes. Economic data has enabled
us to understand the impact of the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution. Our knowledge
about these historically significant events furthers our understanding of the present situation in China
and allows us to speculate, more accurately, on the future of China and its position in the world.
The opening of China to the West, and more importantly the bid to modernize China, has
fueled reforms that are producing important new cultural phenomena for both Chinese and foreigners.
Perry Link, a respected American sinologist, points out, "despite this new access [to information],

5

one of the most important parts of life has remained essentially unprobed: contemporary Chinese
popular culture. What do people think about? How do they view life? We know much more about
administrative structures than about the ideas of the people who staff them and the feelings of people
who are subject to them. We know much more about the economic production than about the
motivations of producers and consumers. "9 Little is known about the actual living conditions and
standards of the "average" Chinese family and even less about their daily lives and thoughts,
something that statistics and government reports are unable to convey.
Misconceptions, misunderstandings and inaccurate information passed from one person to
another are sometimes more important than truth; perception outweighs reality. By relying on
government censored media reports, traditional thought, and news reported by word of mouth,
many Chinese remain unaware of the technological, political, and economic progress made beyond
China's borders. Sun Tzu's dictum of the Taoist classic "The Art of War" explains the basis of this
long standing Chinese Communist strategy.
Therefore those skilled in military operations achieve cooperation in a group so
that directing the group is like directing a single individual with no other choice.
The business of the general is quiet and secret, fair and orderly. His plans are calm
and deeply hidden, so no one can figure them out. His regime is fair and orderly,
so no one dares take him lightly. He can keep the soldiers unaware, make them
ignorant. He changes his actions and revises his plans, so the people will not
recognize them. He changes his abode and goes by a circuitous route, so that
people cannot anticipate him. When people never understand what your intention
is, then you win. The Great White Mountain Man said, "The reason deception is
valued in military operations is not just for deceiving enemies, but to begin with for
deceiving one's own troops, to get them to follow unknowingly. 10

9

Perry Link, Richard Madsen and Paul Pickowicz, ed. Unofficial China: Popular Culture and Thought
in the People's Republic ofChina (Boulder: Westview Press, 1989), I.

10

Sun Tzu. The Art ofWar. Translated by Thomas Cleary (Boston: Shambhala), 98-99.

J

6
A lack of knowledge in Chinese popular culture, and it's origin, makes it difficult to

understand the impact that reforms will have on China and subsequently, the world. Understanding
contemporary China must be preceded by an understanding of contemporary Chinese. Thoughts,
speech, and actions do not act independently of one another, but work in concert to embrace the
whole. "What people say and do, form the bulk of the evidence for what they think and feel. "11
Preliminary field research conducted in the regions of Beijing, Wuhan, and Shanghai
document a dynamic and diverse society undergoing unprecedented change. Although this study is
limited to three of China's larger cities, China's vastness cannot be ignored. It is not the intent of this
study to judge another's moral values or even to imply that a given percentage of Chinese in a
particular area believe or respond in a certain way. The purpose of this study to relate social and
regional observations of contemporary China and to explore the human element as it relates to
modernization.

II

Ibid., 7.

CHAPTER2
BEIJING

Money and Power
"When you are in Beijing, you don't have enough power and when you are in Shanghai, you
don't have enough money." The truth of this aphorism is felt in the ambience of these two cities;
however, there is an underlying current taking hold in Beijing.
Historically, power dictated status and status dictated wealth. 12 While this remains true, many
Beijing residents are working toward wealth first, with power as a mere byproduct of attained
wealth. Dang piao is still important to some, but no longer holds the same appeal to the masses. 13
Political power has taken a subordinate position to wealth as many strive to become ye zi huo, or rich
people.
This change in ideology has had a significant impact on China's bureaucratic system. The
ideological changes have given birth to economic reforms that demand substantial structural changes.
Li Peng, speaking at the National People's Congress in March 1998, stated that "the country's padded
bureaucracy will have to be shrunk to fit the leaner shape of China's new market-oriented economy."
He also stated that the failure to separate government and business had produced "unhealthy practices

12

Power includes "Guanxi." Guanxi is a complex concept concerning the network of personal connections
and intetpersonal relationships.
13

Dang piao is the Mandarin word for a card-carrying member of the Chinese Communist Party.

7

~

8

and created a heavy financial burden" and that government streamlining was "urgently needed."
Communist leadership has plans to reduce the number of ministries and commissions of the State
Council to twenty-nine from its former forty,

reducing a work force of about eight million

bureaucrats down to around four million.
Li Peng addressed some of the problems that China would face in the transition from a
socialist-based economy to a more open market economy, a phenomenon that has already built
momentum sufficient to ensure its fulfillment.

Li acknowledged that "different regions were

developing at an uneven pace and people were not enjoying the same level of income." Citing
problems of unemployment, a "fragile" farming sector, "somewhat chaotic" finances and "redundant"
construction projects, Li offered no solutions but acknowledged that "corruption, extravagance, and
waste are still spreading and growing." 14 The reported growth rate is expected to slow from 8.8
percent in 1997 to a respectful8 .0 percent for 1998. 15
China's constitution requires the unpopular Li Peng to step down in the spring of 1998 after
having completed two five-year terms as China's Prime Minister. Zhu Rongji will replace Li Peng
in an effort to acknowledge the importance of economic policy and to promote China as a world
economic leader. China's leading economic policymaker will lead China into the 21st century with
new economic programs that are expected to affect China's political and cultural systems.
The "classless society" that communism promised to create in 1949 exists only in ideology.
The failure of China's planned economy has brought about economic reforms that have had a

14

Labor Minister Li Boyong predicted state sector layoffs would expand the I 1.5 million-strong army of
urban unemployed by 3.5 million this year and indicated China could sustain a jobless rate of 5.0-6.0 percent -about double the official3 .1 percent.
15

"China Cuts Government Workers," St. Petersburg Times , 6 March 1998, sec. A, p. 2.

9

substantial impact on society made manifest in the language of the common people.
Language is dynamic and reveals various changes in a society's economy, culture, and
standard of living. A new social class is emerging in China's market-oriented economy and can be
easily identified through modem slang. There is a host of new terms used to describe wealth and the
display of wealth in Beijing. Ban is a slang term meaning "rake in money" and bai pu refers to the
showing off of one's wealth. Doufu is a new term used to describe the practice of showing off one's
wealth by trying to out spend mends and acquaintances in public and at karaoke bars or restaurants.
Although the practice is nothing new to Chinese culture, the term is specific to the da kuan or
"nouveau riche," those who have newly acquired money. The importance of these terms became clear
during my stay with mends in Beijing. 16

16

Literal translation of da kuan is "big money."

10

Living Conditions
1 accepted an invitation to stay with the family of a Chinese friend who was attending a
university in America. The family owned two adjoining apartments in the Beijing suburbs and my
host, Li Dong, graciously offered me exclusive use of one of the apartments, a luxury that few
Chinese enjoy.
Li Dong considered himself one of the "nouveau riche," a man who could afford not one, but
two, private apartments. He said that it was "his pleasure to buy whatever he wanted or his parents
requested and that making his parents comfortable in their retirement years was a result of his newly
earned wealth."
Li's living conditions were considered high according to Chinese standards. In fact, he was
quite proud of his financial achievement explaining his newly acquired wealth at all available
opportunity.
I arrived by taxi in the evening hours and was greeted at the entrance of the six-story
apartment building. After unloading my luggage from the cab, I made headway toward the building
entrance, completely unprepared to climb the five flights of stairs to the apartment.
Once inside the apartment, I was given a quick tour of flat. It was a four-room apartment
with a kitchen, bathroom, living area, and bedroom. My proud host explained that the apartments
were two years old and very modern. "The government typically assigns housing to citizens through
the work unit," Li explained. "But I purchased these apartments and now I own them privately."
The living room and bedroom were decorated with dark wood parquet flooring. Black rubber
baseboard contrasted sharply against the stark white high gloss walls. An unusual shade of green,
which I would encounter repeatedly in the future, covered the metal door leading to the bedroom.

.......

11

In the bathroom and kitchen, ceramic tile covered both the floors and the walls. In the living room,

cast iron pipes secured by large metal brackets lined the face of walls. A shut-off valve several inches
off the ceiling and another near the floor appeared to control the radiator.
The kitchen lacked sufficient room for a refrigerator, and so it was placed in the living room.
A stone countertop with an exhaust hood served as a cooking area allowing space for an electric
hotplate and rice cooker. The cast concrete sink stationed to the left of the larger porcelain kitchen
sink served as the laundry area, again with the cast iron plumbing surface mounted to the face of the
walls and shut-off valves near the ceiling. Light weight ropes tied to water supply pipes on either
side of the room created a series of clothes lines where laundry was drying. A single light bulb with
a white metal reflector hung from the center of the kitchen ceiling.
The bathroom facilities included a western toilet, porcelain vanity sink, and standard size
bathtub.17 The maze of silver pipes spanned the surface of the walls, and a makeshift p-trap
assembled from rubber hosing provided drainage for the vanity. The access panel for the tub had
been permanently removed from the skirt, and the tiles that had covered the opening had been pushed
back under the tub surround area. Small wash bowls lined the perimeter of the tub, and a catch basin
had been strategically placed under the shut-offvalve of the toilet to collect the leaking water. My
host suggested that I empty the bowl frequently and avoid using the facilities. Li explained that "the
bath in the adjoining apartment would be more convenient since the toilet [in this bath] did not
operate correctly and hot water was unavailable for bathing."
The adjoining bath did have hot water. The hot water heater was mounted near the shower

17

Squat toilets are more common in China and are best described as an oval shaped porcelain fixture
recessed into the floor.

12

bead with exposed electrical lines spanning the width of the tub and entering the front of the control
panel. Wire nuts secured and partially shielded the exposed line overhead and midway across the
bathroom.
In the bedroom, a beautiful teak wood cabinet with doweled joints and dovetailed drawers
stood in the corner. The superior craftsmanship and beautiful design immediately caught my eye.
The shelves overflowed with blankets, sheets, pillows, and other various bedding comforts. A fullsize bed occupied most of the room and a rice mat covered the mattress. The huge headboard
remained wrapped in padding with a plastic covering. Although difficult, it was possible to see the
orange vinyl tufted into a sunburst pattern through the protective packaging. The packaging material
is seldom removed from new items and remains in place to prolong the life of the item.
The rationale behind the degree of care afforded the furniture and apartment is easily
explained. Decades of communism have created the prevailing attitude of disrespect for public
property. Since the government owns and assigns living quarters, there is no initiative to repair or
maintain the property. As a result, the Chinese have developed an attitude of total disregard for the
simple maintenance of the structure and facilities in favor of preserving the few items that are
traditionally though of as personally owned. Chu Chin-Ning notes that "The extent of damage
inflicted upon public buildings in China by abuse and neglect is extreme. Even relatively new
buildings are in such a state as to cause disbelief among Westerners. "18
Private ownership and pride of ownership are not developing at the same rate. As title to real
property becomes more common among the average citizen, the concern for preserving the "private
property" remains the priority. Owners exercise considerable care to protect inexpensive furniture

18

Chu Chin-Ning, The Asian Mind Game (New York: Rawson Associates, 1991), 193.

13

while the privately owned structure remains in disrepair.
Typically, the preservation of the exterior of the building is not considered important. Often,
buildings remain unpainted due to the "unnecessary additional cost" of labor and material. When
they are painted, brown and tan is the most popular color combination for residential and light
commercial buildings effectively concealing the dusty residue that clings to any surface exposed to
the elements. Farmers increasingly use ceramic tile to face the exterior of newer homes because of
its low maintenance requirements and aesthetic value, a welcome move away from the dull and drab
dark colors familiar to the Chinese landscape.
The infrastructure in most newer residential communities is comparable to that of the West.
Asphalt paved roadways lead to gated communities where sidewalks create a welcome feel. A
guardhouse at the entrance of the community serves as a security post where visitors register before
entering the neighborhood . Running water and modern sewer systems are standard in every new
apartment; however, the organized handling of cabled utilities appears deficient in some respects.
In multifamily developments, telecommunication trunk lines normally lead to each individual
building where feeder lines then extend into each apartment. This basic system of traffic control is
often lacking in residential communities where individual lines tie directly from the apartment to the
telephone pole creating a massive and confusing overhead web as sixty or more families hook up to
service. It is unlikely that this practice is due to insufficient information or the inability to route the
cables properly, but may be due to the "temporary situation" of a wired phone system.

As newer housing is constructed, advances in telecommunication systems may change the way
that utilities are installed. The common use of satellite systems and the popularity of the cellular
telephone may halt the further installation of obsolete landline phone systems in favor of a more

_t..

----_,J~

14

modern satellite-based system saving the country billions in infrastructure costs and development

tiJne. Homeowners may simply elect to use cellular telephones instead of "old fashioned" land lines.

15

City Life
On the streets of Beijing the juxtaposition of East and West is exemplified. China's national

ftaS flies high over the local Mobil gas station as mamu drivers refuel their vehicles.

Street vendors

advertise cold Coca-Cola at the entrance to the Forbidden City. Bound feet can be seen on rare
occasion as older women hobble through the sea of Nikes, Hush Puppies, and penny loafers making
their way to modern shopping centers. Soldiers from the People's Liberation Army (PLA) push
toward the counter at Dunkin' Donuts waving Chinese dollars in hopes of being waited on next.
There is a half hour wait on most afternoons for lunch at McDonald's, Kentucky Fried Chicken, and
Pizza Hut, America and China's favorite fast food restaurants.
The Chinese desire all that is modern and Western. On the streets, window displays promote

Western cosmetics, clothing, and music. Women prefer Avon and Mary-Kay cosmetics although the
cost is substantially higher than popular Chinese brands. Levi blue jeans and Nike sneakers are
considered very stylish and very expensive, but many are willing to make the sacrifice to own both.
The sounds of John Denver and Michael Jackson draw shoppers into the music stores where CD's
and cassette tapes are tested to ensure that the pirated versions actually play properly.
Intellectual property rights are not respected in China. Audio tape copies of copies generate
reproductions that not only lack quality, but are often so bad that listening is more annoying than
enjoying. One Chinese friend laughed because I had paid the equivalent of RMB 180 Y for a cassette
tape that I had purchased in America. He said that the tape was only worth about RMB 10 Y in
China and that I had gotten "ripped off." What he did not know was that I had purchased the
"Chinese version" of the tape while in Wuhan, China and found it so substandard, that I had chosen
to purchase the higher quality American version after returning to the United States. Often, the

16
pirated versions are so bad that the artist's name, lyrics, or reproduction warnings listed on the label
appear incorrectly or misspelled.
Computer software is routinely checked because of difficulty in finding a disk that will
function. Sometimes four or five trips to the vendor are necessary before an operational program can

be found. There are special stores where the "official" version of the software is available. However,
purchasing software at these stores is usually too expensive for the average citizen.
Video Cassette Recorders (VCR's) are rare in China. Video Compact Disks (VCD's) are the
media of choice. When renting movies, the quality of the VCR tape is reminiscent of the bad
reception received from using "rabbit ears," the old-fashioned antenna system used prior to cable
television. Since VCD's are comparably more difficult to reproduce, the quality remains higher. The
Chinese do not realize that the low quality of the VCR tape is due to the fact that the tape is copied
many times over until it is unintelligible. Chinese students reminded me often that "the Chinese have
VCD, technology that is much better than the VCR technology that America uses. Our technology
is superior to the West in many respects. "19
While Western influence is strong in China, the feel of the Orient remains intact. Visiting
Tiananmen Square in the evening is impressive. At sunset, the flag is lowered in a ceremony similar
to "colors" in America. A group of soldiers gathers at the square, and surrounded by onlookers,
lowers China's national flag in a dignified ceremony while the entire square watches in complete
silence. It is common to see members of the People's Liberation Army on the streets ofBeijing, and
there seems to be a concentration of military "tourists" visiting sites like Tiananmen Square, the
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CD.

In the United States, the DVD player is equivalent to China's VCD, a compact disk similru· to the audio
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Forbidden City, and the Great Wall.
On a visit to the Great Wall of China, I realized the fascination that the Chinese have with
foreigners. Their curiosity is overwhelming. It is common for the Chinese to stare at foreigners and
for the more outgoing Chinese to follow foreigners or request a photograph of themselves standing

next to "the American." I was the subject of many requests for photos with my "new Chinese friends"
and agreed to pose for what seemed to be twenty or thirty pictures. Each time I felt it was safe to
move from the "photo spot," another request would come from the crowd that had quickly gathered
to watch the picture taking.
Assuming that it was polite to request a photo, I had asked a group of soldiers visiting the

Great Wall who were standing nearby if they would like their pictures taken as well. A photograph
of China's military men in uniform and standing proudly on the Great Wall of China would have made
a welcome addition to my scrapbook. They sharply declined and walked away.

As I continued on my way, I noticed that the soldiers had changed their direction and followed
at a distance of about 50 feet. Each time I stopped to look out at the scenery, they too would stop.
After following in trail for 30-40 minutes, one of the soldiers approached me and pointed to my
camera. I acknowledged him and asked the group to line up against the wall so I could take their
picture. At first, the soldiers were reluctant to pose. Then a young English-speaking Chinese student
explained, "they want you in the picture, too." One of the soldiers had offered me his hat to wear for
the photo. After snapping several pictures and shaking each man's hand, I continued in the opposite
direction from the soldiers.
On another occasion, I noticed a soldier following me along the outer wall of the Forbidden
City. I stopped and asked him if he wanted to take a picture together. He quickly
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declined. Respecting his wishes, I continued on my way and he continued to follow. It felt like a
repeat ofthe previous day on the Great Wall.
After several minutes of walking, I stopped to purchase a map from a street vendor. I was
acutely aware of the soldier's continued presence, quietly, and closely behind me. The vendor
proceeded to pull a map out of her bag that was starting to show signs of age. The corners were
folded and the edges dirty. But before I could speak, I heard the soldier speak to the woman quickly
and sharply. The woman immediately returned to the bottom of the bag, pulled out a new map and
placed it in my hand. I paid her, thanked the soldier, and proceeded to study the map.
As the soldier continued to watch, I asked him again if he would like a picture and he
accepted. A bystander snapped the shot and after shaking the man's hand, he turned around and
started walking in the opposite direction. The feeling of fear or threat never occurred to me while
I was being followed, and I was, in fact, comfortably aware that the soldier's interest was one of mere
curiosity. In Beijing, the nation's capital, the opportunity to see foreigners is much greater than in
the countryside, yet residents continue to appear overly curious about foreigners . Conversely,
foreigners continue to be fascinated by the Chinese.
Marco Polo's writings of China have intrigued readers for many years. China's pristine parks
and beautiful landscape continue to inspire poets, writers, and travelers. Although China's capital
city, Beijing, boasts some of the most beautiful architecture in the world, China's interior cities offer
a candid view of her people and culture that has remained less affected by the West than her capital
city and coastal regions.

CHAPTER3
WUHAN AND THE COUNTRYSIDE

City Life
Building is booming in China. Cranes are operating around the clock as workers labor by gasgenerated flood light. Bamboo scaffold towers over the exterior of the midrise buildings while green
mesh cloth covers the scaffold to prevent construction debris from falling on pedestrian below. This
is a common and interesting sight in China's cities. Yet, there is something that is even more
interesting than China's apparent construction boom.
Standing quietly alongside the bustling bamboo-enclosed structure sits an unfinished building
that has been prematurely relieved of its scaffold and appears abandoned. There is no trace of
building material or construction machinery, and vegetation has reclaimed the cleared site. On the
upper levels of the building, signs of tenants sometimes appear.
On a sunny day, drying laundry is sometimes visible from the street. When questioned about
the unfinished buildings and their unusual residents, a university instructor of architecture offered the
following explanation: The construction "boss" starts the building and either miscalculates the cost
or finds that the investor has reneged on the financing.

The buildings, in various stages of

construction, remain unfinished until the "boss" can secure alternate financing or sell the partially
finished buildings to another investor or builder to complete. Meanwhile, squatters take possession
of the structure making their homes in the upper floors where makeshift walls are set back far enough
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to offer protection from the driving rains. Usually, the inhabitants are mang liu who have migrated

from the countryside hoping to cash in on China's reported economic boom.20 Without awaiting jobs,
proper paperwork, or family to receive them, these unskilled workers seek out unfinished buildings
as an attractive alternative to living in the streets.
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Publishers, Inc., 1997) 136, quoting Gu Shengzu, Feinonghua yu chengzhenhua yanjiu (A study of nonagriculturalization
and urbanization) (Hangshou: Shejiang People's Press, 1991), 135.

Migrant workers increasingly flock to the larger cities with aspirations of improving their lives
(see table 1). Studies show that most migrant workers are between the ages of eighteen and twentyfive. Eighty percent have primary or middle-school education, and 75 percent are unmarried . A full
70 percent are male. The workers' diversified backgrounds include waiters, maids, repairmen, factory
workers, shop assistants, tailors, street vendors, road and lavatory cleaners, garbage collectors, and
construction workers. 21 Table 2 reflects the growth of the floating population from 1980 to 1994 in
selected cities. The increase can be seen in Shanghai's floating population which reached 3 .3 million
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The Chinese word mang liu means jobless peasant in search of work.

Li Cheng, Rediscovering China: Dynamics and Dilemmas of Reform (Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield
Publishers, Inc., 1997), 134.
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in 1994, almost doubling the 1986 figure.

Table z. The growth ofthe tloatmg populatiOn m selected Chinese cttles ( 1u,uuu people/day)
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39

90

115
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150

Shanghai

62

102

183

209

330

Wuhan

25

50

81

75

120

Chongqing

16
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48

67
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Source: Li Cheng, Rediscovering China: Dynamics and Dilemmas ofRefonn . (Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield
Publishers, Inc., 1997) 135, quoting Li Mengbai, Liudong renkou pengzhang yu xian cum /aodongli zhuanyi (The explosion
ofmigrant population in cities and the transfer of rural laborers), Nongcun j izmgui yu shehui (Rural economy and society),
no. 2 ( 1994): 23. Some more recent data are from Shanghai Star, 22 March 1994, 2; 15 April 1994, I.
Notes: Data reflects the latest information for the combined years reported.

Dealing with displaced workers will be an enormous challenge for China's already
overburdened system. Cheng Li notes that "The vast internal migration in China has caused or
aggravated many other problems in the country. Public health care, for example, is an area that has

been severely affected. The inadequacy ofChina's medical insurance system, the neglect of workplace
safety, the lack of resources in urban areas, and the spread of contagious disease have all become
acute under the pressure of the large-scale migration."22
Many homeless children unable to find legitimate jobs learn to survive off the streets. Most
of them become beggars or child laborers. Others rely on stealing and become expert pickpockets
moving in gangs referred to as gai bang. Those less fortunate earn their living by prostitution or
simply collecting garbage. The continued layoff of unnecessary adult workers will force the children
into deeper poverty.
Wuhan's Changjiang River Bridge is the first to straddle the wide Yangtze River connecting
the Tortoise Hill in Hanyang to the Snake Hill in Wuchang. The bridge is double-decked, the upper
22

Ibid., 139.

22
portion traveled by various motor vehicles and pedestrians and the lower deck dedicated to a double
uack railway system. The bridge is 1,600 meters long and over 80 meters high. Most Chinese are

proud of the bridge and often talk about its history.
While crossing the Wuhan Changjiang River Bridge by bus on the way to Hankou, I noticed

anned sentries posted at each end of the bridge. When I asked my guide about these men, I was told
that "they are there to protect the bridge from being bombed," then quickly assured that there was
nothing to worry about; "Even though the guards have guns, they have no bullets. We're safe."
I was surprised when my companion started to elaborate on the situation. "The Americans
want to bomb the bridge and the guard is there to protect it from destruction." Initially, I had
considered the answer a joke, but quickly realized that the statement was indeed a serious one.
I asked why he thought that the Americans would want to bomb the bridge, and if he thought
that the guards were sufficient to stop an attack in the first place. My guide explained that because
of the bridge's importance to the community, and the fact that it is the main connection from
Wuchang to Hankou and Hanyang, that the Americans would target it during war. Thus, the Chinese
felt that it was important to have some degree of protection.
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Internet Technology

received news of my brother's illness on the morning of 8 July 1997. An Amen.can
1

university official notified me that my brother was in critical condition and hospitalized in California.
ince the entire family had flown to California from various parts of America to be at h'Is beds1de
.
'
S
there was no "base" that I could telephone for updates on his condition. The family would send
information via Internet as it became available. It was the first time that access to the I nt ernet had
become so important.
Initially ' administrators at the International Exchange Center, Foreign Experts n·~00~
..
Huazhong University had allowed me limited access to incoming E-mail messages · I was allowed to
check for messages after 4:00 p.m. and with supervision. However, access was denied within
twenty-four hours without explanation.
.
I did eventually gain access to the Internet through other means, but not without wondenng
why I had been denied in the first place.
.
A student explained later that authorities were concerned that "state secrets" were bemg
leaked through the Internet. Officials were reluctant to approve access to foreigners due to the
potential responsibility they would assume in allowing such access.
On 30 December 1997, the Chinese government announced a series of regulations to control
the Internet in an "attempt to crack down on computer users whom Beijing leaders say are leaking
23

state secrets and disseminating harmful information. "

The new regulations cover crimes such as

"leaking state secrets, political subversion, and spreading pornography and violence." Criminal
punishment and fines of up to $1 ' 800 for both Internet users and providers apply to both bus·Inesses
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"China Tightens Rules on Internet,'' St. Petersburg Times, 31 December 1997, sec. A, p 6.
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and individuals. China's Public Security officials will supervise and investigate suspected violations.
Reports of China's failing bank system have been posted on the Internet stating that bad debt
in the banking system is much higher than admitted, perhaps as much as 70 percent of all loans.
Slogans like the government is "mending the east wall with bricks from the west wall" are posted with
others such as "China's banks are bust." These messages have pushed local officials to challenge, at
least in private, central-government orthodoxy demanding for free markets and the dismantling of
state-controlled enterprises.
The Economist reports that "The police are already rumored to be sufficiently wired to know
when a foreigner checks into a hotel in any big city. Even if they are not, they at least benefit from
the public belief that their snooping is that effective."24 On Campus, students frequently warn one
another, "Be careful, the government checks all E-mail messages before they are sent out. Be careful
not to say something that can be misinterpreted." Since the government has complete control over
the country's main data pipelines leading to the Internet, officials have two ways to enforce the newly
implemented regulations, neither of which is very effective.
The first method is to monitor Internet surfers. Even though all Internet users are required
to register with authorities, this is a colossal undertaking in the best of circumstance. There are
currently 600,000 "official" subscribers, and the numbers are expected to reach seven million by the
year 2001 . The second method is to block the path to "undesirable" web sites through the use of
filtering software. Clever computer workers can easily bypass the filters and often sell "bypass
instructions" to the private sector rendering the software ineffective. The Chinese have blocked CNN
and Time websites from all but a few mainland Chinese Internet surfers who are technically skilled
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"China and the Internet: The Great Wall Wired," Economist, 7 February 1998.
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and able to circumvent the restriction. Some users have discovered that free access can be easily
achieved by using an Internet service provider that gives unrestricted access through overseas phone
Jines.
The Chinese Communist Party established the importance of communication half a century
ago. Because most Chinese were illiterate before the revolution, emphasis was placed on oral
communication through personal contacts. When the CCP took over in 1949, they utilized an
effective communication network on the basis of CCP membership. But the communists did not
depend on personal contacts alone. The Xinhua News Agency began in 1931 . Then in 1945, the
communists' first radio station began broadcasting near Yan'an. Today, the People's Daily, China's
official newspaper, continues to be published; its first edition was released in June 1948.
Since there is no better way to control than to embrace, China has recently developed an
official website. The "National People's Congress" website can be found at "www.china.com" and
is as slow and uninformative as the government itself "Official reports" disseminate the same
information as can be found in China's official newspaper, The People's Daily.
Wuhan On-line, an electronic tea house in the Wuchang district, opened to the public in the

fall of 1997. Users can purchase twenty-four hours of "net time" for RMB 100 Y. Currently, there
are few restrictions on membership; however, it is unlikely that the situation will remain without
government interference.

As much as the Internet is modernizing China, the full benefit of the service will be limited by
undeveloped and underdeveloped aspects of China's economic system. Many Chinese will be denied
on-line services simply because so few hold credit cards, the electronic means of paying for many
Internet goods and services.
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Automatic account withdrawals or "debit accounts" may work well within the borders of
China proper; however, international transactions will continue to be processed manually in the
absence of international banking systems.

27
Finances
The familiar "MasterCard" and "Visa" emblems are occasionally seen in Beijing and Shanghai

and on rare occasions, in other smaller cities. The Chinese are developing what university students
initially explained as a credit card system. Further questioning revealed that the "Great Wall Card"
25

is more like a "debit card system. "

The cardholder is issued a plastic card that looks identical to a credit card. However, the card
can only draw against funds on deposit in a financial institution. There is no real "credit" extended,
just the convenience of being able to make a purchase without carrying large amounts of cash. The
Great Wall Card is not common among the Chinese, although many know of its existence.
China's banking system is severely underdeveloped and reported to be technically insolvent. 26
There are four major commercial banks in China: The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China,
Agricultural Bank of China, Bank of China, and Construction Bank of China. Many Chinese have
savings accounts at the Bank of China and deposit the better portion of their salary, in cash, on
payday.
The Chinese are accustomed to dealing with cash in their daily affairs and often view it as the
sole means of handling personal purchases. When questioned about checks and credit cards, the
response was often the same. "We don't use those things. They are for businesses."
Cash payments are expected at department stores, markets, and for health care services,
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Shu aka is a new slang term mea.Wng to "pay by credit card."

"China Launches Rescue of Banks," St. Petersburg Times , 1 March 1998, sec. A, p. 6. The fom
commercial banks are technically insolvent because of $200-billion in non perfom1ing loans, most of which was
lent to state owned enterprises at the governments direction. Dai Xianglong, China's central bank chief reported
that 20 percent of state bank loans were non performing and 5-6 percent of those were unrecoverable. These four
banks, according to the World Bank, accmmt for more than 90 percent of China's bank assets and two-thirds of all
fmancial assets.
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rega rdle

ss of the size of the purchase. Surprisingly, salaries are paid to employees in cash then
'

deposited into savings accounts where passbooks are still the norm and receive the chop of the teller
.

handling the transactiOn.
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Being handed ruv1B 5,000 Yin cash came as a surprise during a teaching assignment in China.
Expecting to sign some form of acknowledgment as having received full payment, I was simply asked
to "count and make sure that the amount was correct" then thanked and dismissed from the cashier's
office.
The extensive use of cash is fascinating, especially within the structured governmentcontrolled university system. Interest in learning the degree of difficulty involved in opening a
checking account prompted me to investigate the process and basic banking requirements. First, I

asked friends whom I thought would be familiar with fundamental banking rules and regulations. I
consulted an entrepreneur who dabbled in several different businesses and said that he had a relative

in the banking industry and would be happy to get some information.
Several days later, I was notified that I would have no choice but to list a legitimate business
name on the application, which I did not have. I was informed that "personal checking accounts are
not common" and a savings account would be the only option available.
The savings application requested very basic information; name, address, and phone number.
As a foreigner, I was required to open two accounts, a Renminbi account and an American dollar
account. Funds cannot be directly transferred from an American banking institution into a Chinese
Renminbi account. The funds must be transferred to an American dollar account where they can then
be withdrawn, converted to Renminbi, and finally deposited into a Chinese Renminbi account. Funds
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could then be withdrawn and spent. The clerk called to me as I started away from the counter, "you
must return to this branch to withdraw funds."
Domestic monetary practices could be a barrier in China's bid to reform its taxation system.
Lack of an adequate financial infrastructure is being addressed with China's current plan to model
its own system after that of the United States. But this will take some time, especially with its system
in economic chaos. Prime Minister Zhu Rongji has appointed finance experts and technocrats to his

cabinet. Prominent among his appointments is Ziang Huai Cheng, a fifty-nine-year-old finance
minister. Xiang served as deputy finance minister and deputy director of the State Taxation
Administration. His appointment is believed to be a move to boost China's inefficient taxation system
and increase state revenues.
Currently, Chinese pay tax on income over RMB 800 Y per month based on a sliding scale.
Tracking the income of street vendors, taxi drivers, and other "self-employed" individuals will become
a monumental task in the wake of a cash system.
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Medical Care
One of my English language students educated in Chinese medicine suggested a tour of the

hospital where he practiced medicine. The hospital was located in Wuchang, the residential area of
Wuhan and consisted of a compound made up of three buildings: the outpatient building, medical
services buildings, and patient housing.
Patients sat quietly in a reception area of the two story outpatient building. Wooden chairs

lined the bare walls decorated with the "old familiar green" paint covering the lower half of the wall,
and high gloss white to the ceiling. Linoleum of green and white partially covered the concrete floor
beneath. The doctor explained that "often patients have to pay bribes for care and then wait for long
periods oftime while their attending physician tends to their own leisure."
The supervising doctor unlocked the large wooden doors at the pharmacy department located
on the first floor of the outpatient building. We entered the secured area where the doctors "mixed
prescriptions" written by the attending physician. Two pharmacists totally absorbed in playing
Chinese chess on the prescription counter ignored our presence and continued with their game
undisturbed.
Rows of cabinets containing hundreds of drawers filled with herbs and other odd substances
towered over the room creating isles that ran parallel to the service counter. Patients sat quietly and
motionless opposite the service counter waiting for their prescriptions.
The doctor allowed free access to explore the contents of the entire herb collection. Plants
in crushed and leaf form filled drawer after drawer. Six inch by 6 inch by 36 inch wood drawers
contained labels with the Chinese name written in both pinyin and kanji.
In one drawer I found quartered monkey jaw bones with some teeth still intact. In another
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drawe,

found the bones of an animal that the doctors were unable to identify in English. Coiled

snake skins filled another drawer. I questioned the pharmacist as to the potency of the herbs and

their possible adverse side effects and was assured that the "potentially harmful" medicine was kept
under lock and key. After scanning the locked wooden cabinet, I requested a "look inside." My
guide was agreeable and asked the head pharmacist to open the cabinet. He unlocked the case,
removed a large ceramic jar, and placed it on the countertop. Pointing to the lid, he motioned me to
remove the top. Expecting to find poppy pods or other opium-based plant parts, I opened the lid to
find the container half full of live scorpions crawling on top of one another.
The pharmacist explained, "the scorpions are used in several different ways. Sometimes they
are crushed and put into the prescription. All potentially harmful ingredients are kept secure." The
reassurance of "don't worry" did not reduce the level of concern.
I was escorted into a treatment area where acupuncture, accupressure, and massage therapy
are routinely practiced on stroke victims and patients with other afflictions. The treatment room
contained three treatment beds, a treatment chair, and small desk.
An older gentleman of perhaps sixty years lay on the first treatment table with needles inserted

into his face, arms, and back. He had suffered a stroke months before and claimed that the daily
treatments gradually restored his ability to walk and talk. The attending physician continued treating
the man by taking a small hollow glass ball with an opening on one end, and filled it with warm smoke
from what appeared to be incense. Once filled, he placed the ball against the skin of the patient. The
pressure differential from the warm air inside the ball formed a vacuum against the cool surface of
the man's skin, and adhered firmly to the man's forehead .
A woman lying on the center table received acupuncture treatment for an unknown ailment
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while the last gentleman, with obvious birth defects, lay perfectly still with fine silver needles
extending from his back. The therapist massaged his legs, examined his feet, and instructed him to
rest quietly for thirty minutes.
A young woman of about thirty years of age reported that she was having difficultly with her

monthly cycle. Her treatment consisted of massage and acupuncture. She sat quietly in the
treatment chair with two acupuncture needles extending from the back of her neck while the doctor
massaged her lower back.
The patients come for ongoing treatment. Acupuncture does not "cure" a patient in one or
two treatments. Many patients come in for months seeking to rid themselves of aliments that Chinese
medicine promises to relieve by means of traditional methods. Success is often achieved.
On the way to the medical services building we had to pass in front of the patient housing
building where the interior was clearly visible from the walkway. There were no curtains on the
windows, and patients rested comfortably in hospital beds. The open windows allowed fresh air to
flow freely through the rooms.
Looking up to count the stories, I noticed that some of the panes in the open casement
windows in the upper floors were broken. I asked the doctor about the damage, and he said that it
occurred in a wind storm. Having been in Wuhan for the past two months, I questioned the date of
the windstorm. He explained t hat "it happened several months ago and that the windows would be
fixed at the first opportunity."
The medical services building houses facilities for surgery but access to the operating areas
had been denied. "We don't have keys to this area" the doctor explained apologetically. "The person
who does have keys is not here and so we will have to skip this area." I agreed to wait in the hallway
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until key could be found. After waiting a short time, a key was discovered by a "friend" who joined
8

the tour.
1was instructed to remove my shoes and place sandals on my feet with cotton booties overtop

before entering the operating area. Street shoes remained outside on a tiered rack along with other
personal items.
Behind two large green wooden doors a single operating table stood in the middle of the

room. A large free standing reflector lamp stood against the wall, its electrical cord still covered with
the woven cloth popular in the 1930s. A gurney placed in the center dominated the entire room.

Porcelain-covered cabinets stocked with medical supplies hung on the wall directly opposite the wall
of casement windows. The open windows allowed a breeze to cool the room. There was no heat
or air conditioning. A small table for operating instruments stood beside the gurney.
The surgeon's scrub area directly off the main operating area contained a bank of scrub sinks
spanning about ten feet of the outside wall. Several floor mops rested inside the porcelain sink along
side other janitorial tools. The doctor proudly explained that surgeons were required to wash three
times to kill any germs or bacteria that might be transferred to the patient and cause infection. "It is
ofbenefit to the patient," he explained. Further, "surgical instruments are sterilized by use of modern
machinery before being used on patients." I could not help but think about the floor mops in the
scrub sink. I continued to pursue the conversation with the doctor.
"Wilson, this is where you operate on people."
"Yes."
"What kind of operations do you perform?"
"Many kinds, one for appendicitis, tonsils, and kinds like that."
"Do any of your patients live?"
"Some."
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1 was now interested in facts, percentages, actual numbers, but knew that it would be
impossible to get any accurate information from this doctor. I really did not believe that he had
access to the information in the first place. Further questioning would surely shorten my tour
preventing me from taking in whatever I could on my own and so I refrained from further
questioning.

In China, there are different levels of medical training. Barefoot doctors or country doctors
are sometimes without primary education and simply travel the countryside from village to village
dispensing basic medical care, advice, and, on occasion, vaccinations.
Traditional Chinese medical doctors receive five years of education past the high school level
and specialize in areas such as acupuncture and herbal medicine. Specialization often includes simple
operations like tonsillectomies entrusted to these "para-surgeons" who very likely lose patients when
extenuating circumstances present themselves.
Melissa Reilly, the daughter of a fellow English teacher, accidentally burned her leg while
riding a motorbike home from a group outing. The burn required treatment beyond basic cleaning
and protecting. Infection became a concern the following day when the wound appeared much worse
than originally thought. I suggested that Wilson examine the burn and offer an opinion. When his
classmates found out that his opinion was requested in the care of Melissa's burn they became very
vocal in advising her mother to take her to a "real doctor."
Wilson's advice conflicted with everything that Western medicine recommends for the care
of burns. The decision to disregard Wilson's instruction and treat the burn at home by keeping the
wound clean and starting Melissa on antibiotics proved sound, and the burn healed quickly.
Antibiotics are readily available at the drug counter in most department stores and include
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. t'Ilin ampicillin, and a host of other well known American prescription drugs. In China,
pentc '
prescriptions are not necessary for these medications, and self diagnosis and treatment is encouraged.
Western medicine and hospitals exist in China; however, most Chinese are unable to afford

these services. Western medicine is cost prohibitive, and many who would otherwise survive with
modem treatment die unnecessarily. Chinese Medicine is extremely successful in treating many
illnesses that Western medicine has yet to understand. However, Western medicine can effectively
treat conditions that are incurable by means of traditional Chinese medicine.
Zhang Lin was the 21-year-old daughter of Zhang Xingmin, Vice Director of the International
Exchange Center at Huazhong University in Wuhan. Zhang Lin's genetic disorder would have been
routinely treated in the West by embolization. Instead, she died of an aneurysm that her parents knew
would eventually take her life.
Specialized medical care in China is usually reserved for the wealthy, and often the care is
received on foreign soil. Li Cheng reports that "Only about 110 million people, 10 percent of China's
population or 25 percent of the entire labor force, benefit from medical insurance at present." 28 The
focus of China's health care system is on the most basic care for all citizens. The level of basic care
is dictated by social level; however, some degree of care is available to every citizen, usually, it is not
always sufficient to prevent unnecessary pain and death.
China's basic care program benefits the majority at the expense of the minority. It seems
inconceivable that an illness, sufficiently diagnosed and fully treatable, might result in the prognosis
of death. When considering the system on a case-by-case basis, individuals suffer needlessly, as in
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Li Cheng, Rediscovering China: Dynamics and Dilemmas ofReform (Maryland: Rowman and
Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1997), 14 1.
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die case ofZhartS Lin. However; great benefit is realized when considering the masses and the level
ofbasic care received.
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Family Life

The desire to have a son is strong among the Chinese. Traditionally, the son.1S responsible
for the care of his elderly parents. With the lack of a state pension or retirement

system, family

1 1ty of taking
oJPPOrl is necessary. Ordinarily, families have several children to assume the respons"bil"

care of parents in their old age China does not have this luxury
With a population of \ .2 billion and growing, the Chinese goverrunent implemented the "One

Cbi1d policy" in the \ 970s.19 The intent is to funit families to one child in order to cootro1population.
The Chinese are using modern medical technology to ensure that their only child is

a male.

Ultrasound equipment is routinely used in the west to detect the health of an unbom child.

Organ problems, birth defects, and other vital information can be easily detected with accuracy' and
often corrected, while the child is still in the mothers' womb. The picture of the fetus is c1ear enough
to be able to distinguish the child's sex. Chinese are using this technology to detect the sex of their
unborn babies, electing to abort the females as early as possible.

Prior to ultrasound' the Chinese
.

practiced infanticide by drowning female babies as soon as they were born.
l tes report that
Abortion is considered the choice method of birth control in China. Large c·t·

8
the number of procedures is increasing at an alarming rate (see table 3 on page 3 ).

. " " Population and Family Planning, F?reign LongnogePms: Beijing, P.R. Chino, 1990.
,
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1981
189,000
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1983
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234,000

25 1,000

246,000

39,000

50,000

65,000

Source: Perry Link, Richard Madsen and Paul Pickowicz, ed. Unofficial China: Popular Culture and Thought in the
People's Republic ofChina. (Boulder: Westview Press, 1989) p. 208.

The West is often blamed as the source of "liberal sex" among Chinese youth. Officials claim
that "unhealthy Western ideas" freely accepted by Chinese women have led them to a more liberal

sexual culture where as many as 90% of those surveyed have reportedly engaged in premarital sex. 30
Blame cannot be placed on the introduction of Western culture alone, if it indeed has any
place at all. The skyrocketing statistics on unwanted pregnancies are not limited to urban youth "out
to enjoy sexual freedom ." Workers with low educational levels and high school dropouts working

in a textile mill in Wuxi report that "they have no interest in furthering their education; rather, they
set high sights on material betterment and stimulation. As the researcher noted, "Many of the
youngest group told us that, with so much time on their hands, what better way to spend it than
playing around with the opposite sex?' They called this 'living a more fulfilling life'. "31
There is also a startling trend of sexual promiscuity rampant among some Chinese students
who have contact with foreigners . In an effort to gain passage out of China, Chinese women set up
house keeping in the foreign students' dorm with foreign men in hopes of winning their hearts. The
couple lives as man and wife and the woman fully expects to marry the man and return to his native

30

Peny Link, Richard Madsen and Paul Pickowicz, ed., Unofficial China: Popular Culture and Thought
in the People's Republic ofChina. (Boulder: Westview Press, 1989), 209.

31

Ibid., 208.

39

counttY when his studies are complete. It seldom works out this way and, more often than not, the
woman is left behind when the student graduates and returns home alone. During the course of the
relationship and in the absence of birth control, women use abortion to terminate unwanted
pregnancies.
The use of sex to achieve a particular goal is not specific to China, nor is it something new

in Chinese history. Many Emperors have been tricked by the women they favored losing kingdoms
and tife.32
New medical technology does not always benefit developing countries. In many instances,
traditional thinking can create unexpected results in the use of modern technology. Advanced
education does not always eradicate misinformation and traditional beliefs. For many years, the
Chinese believed that it was the woman who determined the sex of the child, often becoming abusive
if a son was not delivered. That mentality continues to exist, even among the educated who have
access to scientific evidence as the following conversation with a traditional Chinese medical doctor
confirms.
"Wilson, you're a [medical] doctor, right?"
"Yes," he responded.
"Then you know all about things like genetics and chromosomes, and things
like that?" I continued.
"Of course!" he responded.
"What kind of differences are there between the chromosomes of the man and
the woman?" I asked inquisitively.
"Well," he continued, "the father has XY and the mother has XX The man
has the Y chromosome and the woman doesn't," he said proudly.
I quickly responded "Well, then, which person is it, the man or the woman,
who determines the sex of the baby?"
"The man, of course!" he shot back quickly.
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R.H. Van Gulik, Sexual Life in Ancient China (Leiden, Netherlands: E.J. Brill, 1961).
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I continued, "Well then, why, when a couple has a baby, does the man ask the
wife, 'why did you give me a girl?' or 'Why didn't you give me a boy?"'
After pausing a moment, he responded sheepishly "both determine the sex of
the baby."
I pressed further, "how is that?"
His responses were becoming more strained, "Since the mother provides the
environment, she too, is responsible."
As I pushed for more information, he became unwilling to discuss the matter
further and changed the subject.
The impact of the "one child policy" on the Chinese has not manifested itself fully. In the next
ten to twenty years the most obvious results will create hardships that could have been easily
predicted and avoided.
With the overwhelming population of men, potential marriage mates may prove difficult to
find. Men will have to compete for the relatively few females available, most of which reside in the
countryside. Many men may be forced to remain single or to purchase a foreign bride. Only those
who are financially successful may avoid these difficulties.
The "one child" policy is creating a generation that has become accustomed to the undivided
attention of the those around them. A single child is nurtured by six adults: one set of parents and
two sets of grandparents. These xiao huang di or "little emperors" fail to learn how to interact with
their peers. The child is not forced to work a problem through in the same way that siblings must in
order to live together. Further, the child is accustomed to having their desires fulfilled by simply
making a request. As their parents age, the burden of care is placed upon a single family should the
man be fortunate enough to have married, or to a single individual, accustomed to being a "little
emperor." The results of this unparalleled experiment will have repercussions that will affect China
long after this generation has reached majority.
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Transportation Systems
Mao Zedong's belief that the country should be able to defend itself by retreating into the
secluded areas of the countryside in case of attack has isolated the central-west and southwest regions
from adequate transport systems. Getting from one place to another in China can be extremely
difficult. Until the 1980s there were almost no long-distance roads and similarly underdeveloped
domestic air systems.
China's economic development has been seriously impaired by its inadequate transportation
system. The shortage ofhighways is of particular concern. In his publication, Rediscovering China,
Li Cheng points out that "The density of China's highways, for example, is only one fifth of India's,
one seventh of the United States' and one-thirteenth of Japan's. According to a study conducted in
1992, the total capacity of China's five types of transportation (rail, highway, water, air, and pipe) was
2.07 million kilometers. This figure was even less than 50 percent of the capacity of highway
transportation alone in the United States in 1938. "33
China's appalling safety record in air transport is the most obvious manifestation of a wholly
inadequate operation attempting to grow rapidly. Aircraft maintenance continues to be problematic.
Airline pilots receive a fraction of the training and experience required by their American
counterparts.
Central Bank Governor Dai Xianglong announced in February 1998 that China was prepared
to spend $337 billion in 1998 on building projects for roads, rail, ports, and water treatment facilities

in an attempt to employ China's growing available labor force and to improve infrastructure necessary
for economic growth.
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With the emerging market economy the rules of transportation in China are changing. In

Wuhan, some bus drivers now pay a flat fee for use of a specific bus and route. Bus fare is one yuan
per passenger.34

Any money collected beyond the flat fee is divided between the driver and the

conductor. With the public buses in Wuhan running about five minutes apart, the longest wait for
a bus is usually only five minutes. When operating in a "capitalist" environment, the general rule is
that "the fewer customers, the more entertaining and adventurous the ride."
On a slow day, the bus in the lead gets most of the riders, with the lagging busses picking up
the stragglers, a most undesirable situation since the driver and conductor split the profits. To gain
the lead and a more desirable position the busses often speed up, racing side by side trying to
overtake one another. Often, it is at the expense of potential riders waving their arms and screaming
for the bus to stop as both busses speed past the stops where few riders board, racing to be the first
at the busier stops. The few passengers are sacrificed in order to gain the lead.
In theory, traffic rules exist. In practice, they are seldom obeyed. Once on board, passenger
and packages fly wildly as an often overcrowded speeding bus negotiates traffic lights squeezing
between vehicles that fail to line up orderly between the divided lanes. When the cross flow of traffic
aUows free travel through the intersection, traffic signals are ignored.

As a passenger on a motorbike, I witnessed a driver who avoided a traffic jam by swerving
up onto the sidewalk to the detriment of pedestrians who appeared undisturbed by the behavior.
Vehicular traffic assumes the right of way although a motor vehicle on the sidewalk is unusual, even

in China. With licensed drivers expected to increase sharply as rising incomes allow for the purchase
of a car and driving lessons, highway safety will become increasingly difficult to maintain.

34

Exchange rates in December 1997 RMB 8.25 Y.
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Education and Life on College Campuses
Chinese leaders have long acknowledged that the success of the country's modernization
program is largely hinged on the education of its greatest resource, 1.2 billion people. Enterprises
are totally dependent on the knowledge and experience of its labor force. Currently, there are an
estimated 230 million illiterates or semi-illiterates in China mostly in the countryside and backward
regions of the country. These uneducated peasants are vitally important to China as Mao Zedong and
the CCP have already demonstrated.
Chairman Mao and his colleagues realized that communication was imperative if the power
ofthe CCP was to be maintained; consequently, they established a radio station in Yan'an in 1945.
Nevertheless,

verbal communication through Party leadership remained the main channel of

communication.

As long as the majority of China's population remained illiterate, mass

communication by means of written language would be difficult. Determined to remedy this situation,
Mao launched education campaigns throughout China.
Statistics show that China's youth has become increasingly interested in a university education.
Sustaining the rates may become difficult as domestic economic policy changes are carried out. Table

4 (page 44) reveals the investment the Chinese have made in their educational systems since the
founding of the CCP in 1949. Although university enrollment has increased, some youths are
exploring more lucrative options.
Street vendors are becoming wealthy while China's intellectuals barely maintain the status quo .
Intellectuals complain about the increasing class polarization of society. But many Chinese business
men feel little sympathy for the intellectuals' plight. When asked if it was fair that scientists and
professors earn less than street vendors, one factory owner replied "If they're so smart, why ain't they
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rich? What law says that school teachers should earn more that street vendors?"35
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Source: Laaksonen, Oiva. Management in China During and After Mao in Ente1prises, Government, and Party. (New
York: Walter de Gmyter & Company, 1988) 247, quoting Statistical Yearbook of China 1985: 487; China: A statistical
Smvey in 1986: 114.

Inside the university, there are three common phrases used by students that apply to life's
varying situations. Use of the phrases, "don't worry," "it doesn't matter," and "it's not necessary,"
becomes clear after touring campus housing facilities.
There are four major class levels at the university. In the ascending order of comfort they are
Chinese student, foreign student, Chinese teacher, foreign teacher. Accommodations vary according
to level. 36
In the Chinese student's dorm, one room accommodates four students. Bunkbeds are placed
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The tetm teacher includes professors, assistant professors, teachers, Iectmers, and teaching aides,
which are all subcategories that create the hierarchy.
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on opposite walls and four students are expected to share two desks. There is no heat or air
conditioning. At 11 :00 p.m. the electricity is turned off eliminating the possibility of sleeping
comfortably under the cool breeze of an electric fan. The occupants on each floor share bath
facilities. Hot water is unavailable for showers. Plastic shopping bags suspended from the ceiling by
weaving the handles of the bag through a bamboo pole serve as storage containers for clothing and
other personal items. A small monthly stipend is provided for food, although none of the students
that I interviewed indicated that the money sufficiently covered a week's worth of meals.
Private rooms with bath facilities are available to foreign students, a definite improvement
to the conditions tolerated by Chinese students, although not considered ideal. The cold, bare
concrete floors make it necessary to wear shoes while inside the room. Electricity is available twentyfour hours a day and students enjoy hot showers for an hour in the morning and an hour in the
evening. Cafeteria privileges are available in the foreign student's dining hall~ however, the food is
barely tolerable.
The foreign students' dormitory is perhaps one of the most interesting places on campus. In
the evening, Chinese women scurry around preparing meals on an electric hotplate in the hallway
outside their "boyfriends" room. These women gain access to the dormitory in order to form a
relationship with a foreigner in hopes of gaining passage out of China. An African student studying
power generating systems explains, "It is against the rules for the women to be here. This is the men's
floor. But the guard at the entrance doesn't do anything about it. Everyone knows about it. Few of
these women will leave the country with their boyfriends anyway. They are just being used while it
is convenient for the man."
Educators are allowed more comfortable accommodations according to the teacher's level~

full professor, assistant professor, teacher and lecturer. Two and three bedroom apartments with full
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kitchens and baths including all utilities are common among this group. The apartments are in good
repair and nicely decorated. Most teachers are easily able to afford karaoke machines and color
televisions, which are a favorite source of entertainment in China.
Foreign teachers reside in the Guest House, a six-story building containing about 120 rooms.
The rooms are very similar to what one would find in a Western hotel. Hot water and electricity are
available twenty-four hours per day. Air conditioning and heat are available albeit ineffective.
Foreign teachers are catered to in the foreign guest dining hall where delicious and relatively
inexpensive meals are served three times a day. The Chinese treat their foreign teachers extremely
well.
Prior to economic reforms, many Chinese scholars escaped harsh conditions and government
restrictions by moving to Western countries. Now the brain drain is felt as scholars, comparing their
own lot to that of the uneducated businessmen, choose to abandon studies altogether for more
lucrative business ventures.

In the classroom, American culture tops the list of student interest. Questions like "What is
your home like? What do you do each day?" and "What is your work like?" are the most commonly
asked questions. To my surprise, any subject concerning America brought complete silence and the
undivided attention of students. Often, simple concepts such as credit cards, mortgages, and federal
income tax launched lengthy discussions . Students received the most basic information on the West
with some degree of surprise and disbelief. 37
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Perry Link, Evening Chats in Beijin, (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1992) pg 51 .
"When Deng Xiaoping "opened" China to the outside world in the 1980's, he did not adequately appreciate the
impact that the comparison with the West would have on the Chinese populace. The effects were by no means
limited to those Chinese who actually traveled abroad. Stories about life abroad that were passed along orally,
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It appears that China's general population remains unaware of the degree of modernization
that has taken place in the West. The use of pictures would surely speed up the time required to
explain western modernization to university students, and the campus library of a technical university
would be the most obvious place to find the most current publications. But this is not true.
Germany had donated the funds to build a new library at Huazhong University of Science and
Technology in Wuhan, China and from the outside, the library was quite impressive. The front of the
bbrary was designed with a fountain in the center of a courtyard and seating around the perimeter of
the fountain. Benches also lined the outer edges of the courtyard inviting students to take advantage
of the opportunity to read in the open air.
The shallow steps leading to the foyer spanned the width of the entry creating a terraced
effect. Overhanging ivy and bamboo framed the piazza reflecting gracefully in the full glass panels
that enclose the staircase in the center of the foyer. Once inside, the center staircase drew the eye
upward emphasizing the volume ceilings. The building created a powerful and modem statement.
A search for pictorial books depicting America started in the travel section on the second
floor. Any pictures that might show everyday scenes in America would have been suitable regardless
of the subject since the objective was to simply explain America and its culture.
The first book selected contained text only, quite odd for the subject of travel. Attributing
the lack of pictures to bad luck, a second book was selected. Again, only text filled the pages, no
illustrations or photographs of any kind. The search became more intense as the random selection
ofbooks based solely on proximity to the last selection proceeded. The quest now was to simply find
pictures of anything, anywhere. Moving to another section of the library did not prove successful.
Again, the books lacked illustrations, photographs, or pictures.
When I asked about the obvious lack of illustrations, the librarian patiently rechecked the
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books that had already been scanned. There were no pictures. After twenty to thirty minutes of

searching combined with small talk about America and the English language, the librarian revealed
that her husband worked in the English Language Department of the university, spoke English
fluently, and would be going to Vancouver, Canada to study for one year.

She insisted on

introducing us as soon as possible so I agreed to meet them both the following afternoon at the
library. Then she said that she was aware of a place in the library where there were picture books.
She led me to a private study room at the rear of the library and closed the door behind us. Inside,
there were book shelves covered with white sheets. She flipped the white sheet up to expose the
books on the shelf. Time-Life's series on the Great Cities of the World occupied the entire shelf. I
selected the volume on New York City. Thumbing through the pages, I noticed that the pedestrians
were in striped bell bottom pants with platform shoes and Afro hair styles. The set, published in the
1970s had been removed from the library's general circulation. The librarian allowed me to take some
of the volumes back to my room after I explained to her that the books were necessary for a
presentation that I was planning to give to my class. I did have to promise that I would not pass them
around to my students and that I would return them promptly and only to her. A professor I met
earlier that day allowed me to take the books under his identification card which was left with the
librarian and to be returned to him only after the books were returned to the library. Initially, I did
not realize the privilege extended to me. I later discovered that students are not permitted to remove
books from the library. Books are restricted to study table areas in the library reading room where
students spend hours involved in research. A modern theft device posted at each floor prevents the
students from "borrowing" books without proper authorization.
In the summer of 1997, during a class discussion on Chinese economics, an English language

student proceeded to explain how China was going to "lead the world by the year 2000." He
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explained that there were large deposits of oil in northern China that would make China a very
wealthy nation catapulting it to the status of a first world nation and among the wealthiest in the
world. Being somewhat aware of China's oil exploration endeavors, I questioned the student as to
the quality of the crude, knowing that it was discovered to be low grade and unsuitable for most
purposes. He insisted that the oil was of good quality and would make China a rich nation and the
world leader. The English student, a 43-year-old professor with a Ph.D. in Material Science and
Engineering, was either unaware or unwilling to admit to the developments involving the oil fields
in Northern China. It was clear that his statement reflected the goals of the policies concerning the

Four Modernizations.
The 12th Party Congress held in September of 1982 highlighted the importance of economic
modernization and adopted goals of quadrupling the nation's gross domestic product by the year
2000. In fact, many policies set the year 2000 as the goal for success. It was no surprise to hear the
student parrot the Chinese Communists Party's "magic year." As China tries to move forward ghosts
from its past persist.
I recently received e-mail from a friend at the university responsible for the care of
undergraduates. Her position is similar to that of an American guidance counselor. She was writing
for advice on how Americans might solve the problem of depression among college youth.
A young woman had fallen in love with a young man. Upon discovering that the girl's family
background was questionable, the boy broke off their relationship citing political reasons. He said
that he had hoped that the two could remain :friends, but the prospect of marriage was impossible.
The girl, in despair, was intent on killing herself This scenario, common during the cultural
revolution, continues to permeate the lives of China's youth. Harboring animosity is not limited to
political dissidents.
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The Chinese continue to harbor and display animosity toward the Japanese. Japan's invasion
of China has not, and will not, be forgotten for many years. Of the five foreign language teachers
assigned summer classes, four taught English and one taught Japanese. The Japanese professor's
wife, Toshika, requested a seat in my class to sharpen her conversational English skills. Rude and
disrespectful comments about the Japanese during class discussions on international relations had to
be tempered in Toshika's presence.
China's resentment toward Japan is noted in Lowell Dittmer study on China's reform. "China

has bitterly and repeatedly raised the issue of Japanese war guilt: In 1982, 1984, and 1986, Japanese
textbooks were assailed for failing to acknowledge Japanese indemnity for atrocities committed
during the invasion of China."38 Fueling the fire, China has complained of Japan's reluctance to
transfer high technology preferring to focus on short-term, low-tech, high- profit enterprises in an
effort to exploit Chinese markets and keep the country dependent. The sentiment is prevalent among
the young. Animosity toward the Japanese is so strong that it is unlikely to cool in the near future.
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Nightlife
Nightlife in China is a mix of traditional Eastern culture with a twist of the West. In Hankou
the streets are filled with people. Families meet for sidewalk dining, card playing and sometimes
Chinese chess. Underneath a bright street light, a tissue paper chess board is spread on the ground

and the evening is spent in competition. More men are visible on the streets in the evening, although
women do join in the merrymaking.
Restaurants fill to capacity as diners enjoy traditional Chinese foods. Unwanted chicken
bones, fish bones, or other inedible byproducts of dinner are freely spit to the floor. The Chinese
style of eating allows the group to sample each dish brought to the table. Dishes are placed on a lazy
susan in the middle of the table. Each guest takes a small portion of the food directly in front of him
or her slowly turning the carousel until the next selection is within reach.
Sichuan food is hot and addictive. There is a whole new set of rules when ordering "hot pot"
at a restaurant. An oversized metal wash tub containing a red soupy substance is boiled over an open
flame in the center of the table. Plates of vegetables and meats are placed on the table where diners
submerge the pieces into the boiling liquid. Talking is not recommended. The Chinese claim that
talking when dining on hot pot can cause one to choke due to the spicy nature of the sauce. Among
other ingredients, poppy pods with seeds boil to the top of the mixture becoming visible for a short
time then sink to the bottom of the pot. The purpose of the pods in the soupy mixture is disputed.
Often, conversation is impossible over the din. On special occasions, "private rooms" are
available and allow diners the opportunity to speak to one another at normal levels. In a private
room, air conditioning is provided for comfort and on occasion a Karaoke machine is available for
the group to use while dining.
In the local discos, karaoke is popular among partygoers. The quality of a singer's voice does
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not disqualify him from perfonning nor does it provoke criticism from the audience. Anyone willing
to perform is appreciated. Dance and dress is reminiscent of America in the 1970s and thought to

be progressive. Michael Jackson is king and the young try to imitate his style of dress and dance.
On the back roads among the hutongs, rickety old pool tables line the street as players attempt
to sharpen their skill wagering on their favorite player. Twisted pool cues and three-legged tables
force players to develop skills beyond the requirements of the basic game.
Barber shops are known for their willingness to provide mature entertainment for men and
remain open throughout the night. There is also a local"street corner" where women, dressed like
ordinary housewives, gather and make themselves available to men for ten or twenty yuan.
After midnight, bamboo cots appear on city sidewalks as entire families, unable to sleep in the
hot, still air, take to the outdoors to enjoy the comfort of a warm breeze. Children sleep alongside
their parents on small cots the size of a single bed, sometimes two or three to a bed. Their sleep is
undisturbed as pedestrians weave in and out between the cots on their way home from late night mahJOngg.39
At "private discos" regulars meet to dance, play cards and drink. The bar tender has complete
discretion on whom he admits into the unadvertised private disco. It is usually foreign students that
gather in private clubs run by Chinese entrepreneurs.

A distinct subculture exists in these

underground clubs where social rules change significantly.
A woman is considered fair game despite being accompanied to the club by a man. Once
rejected, a man should not approach her again. It is wise to request that all drinks remain unopened

39

Conununist rulers outlawed mah-jongg and in the 1960s the Red Guards destroyed game tiles and
persecuted players. This did not stop the Chinese from playing this traditional game. Acknowledging their failure
to eradicate mah-jongg, the government recently approved "hygienic" mah-jongg, where government approved
tournaments require players to take an oath promising that the competition would be free from smoking, yelling,
and gambling.
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nd in their original container, and a drink left unattended should never be finished

a

~~

circumstances. Yet the use of illegal drugs is extremely rare.
Having had sufficient experience with public restrooms, the thought of having t o use the
facilities inside the private club dictated the amount of liquid consumed. One soda lasted the evening.
Unfortunately, use of the restroom facilities had to be considered.
When I asked my host to escort me to the "ladies' room," I found myself ushered int o a room
containing a trough, three stalls and a gentleman fully enjoying the trough. Turning around , 1 Walked
back out to explain that "a mistake had been made." My host reassured me, "he doesn't nund.
.
It's
all right." The right to privacy in China is changing, albeit slowly.
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Work
The Chinese in Wuhan are concerned with four things; Eating, sleeping, dancing and singing.
But a fifth element is quickly taking its place next to the other four. Many Chinese hold their assigned
jobs during the day and take second and third jobs in the evening and on weekends to supplement
their income. They refer to their additional job as "moonlighting." A new Chinese slang term lao wai

kuai means to make extra money apart from one's salary by doing business or a part-time job.
Another term xia hai, whose original meaning referred to someone who joined a gang or a woman
from a good family who became a prostitute now refers to someone who has given up a good job to
engage in business.
The growth of private enterprise is expected to continue at a remarkable rate (See table 5).
Officials are encouraging the private sector to buy into or take over failing state-owned enterprises
but raising capital among the "average" Chinese citizen can be difficult. Nevertheless, entrepreneurs
are finding other ways to cash in on China's new economic policies.

Table 5. Th- ·--

-

o---

hofP ·

· --- - - - - -

-- - -

E
------r----

(1989-1994)

Year

Number
of Companies

Workers
Employed

Registered Assets
(Billion Yuan)

1989

91,000

1,850,000

na

1990

98,000

1,700,000

na

1991

108,000

1,830,000

na

1992

140,000

2,310,000

45.20

1993

238,000

3,720,000

68.03

1994

420,000

6,350,000

138.9

Source: Li Cheng, Rediscovering China: Dynamics and Dilemmas ofRejom1. (Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield
Publishers, Inc., 1997) 58, quoting Economic /nfonnation Daily, 31 May 1994; People's Daily, 11 January 1995, 2 ; China
News Analysis, 15 Febmary 1995, 2.

Many entrepreneurs become involved with Western multi-level marketing organizations.
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eurrently, there are more than 500 government approved companies in China and the numbers are
sWelling. One friend called and excitedly explained that he had just become a distributor of Amway
Products. He now had the opportunity to "fulfill his dreams."
Amway, an American multi-level marketing company dealing primarily in cleaning goods, is
making its presence known in China. Three years after opening the first factory in China, Amway
built its business into an 80,000-person army in thirty-seven cities. Sales figures for 1997 were
reported at $178 million, an increase of $80 million from 1996. With the construction of a $30
million dollar manufacturing facility in Shanghai, China is expected to become Amway's third largest
market, behind North America and Japan.
While the products are priced substantially higher than comparable Western products, the
Chinese are choosing to buy Amway. A tube of Amway toothpaste cost RMB 68 Y as compared to
Shanghai brand at RMB 5 Y and Colgate at RMB 16 Y. Chinese culture is the driving force behind
Amway's success.
The Chinese concept ofguanxi makes Amways sales pitch hard to resist. Many people may
feel trapped into buying products from friends, relatives and co-workers in order to maintain good
relations since they may need the person's help in the future. The Philadelphia Inquirer reported that
"One retiree, for example, described how a neighbor came to her house and went through a threehour Amway demonstration. Afterward, the old woman agreed to buy RMB 700 Y worth of
products, RMB 100 Y more that her monthly pension, just so the neighbor would not lose face."
In another report, a young office worker stated that she would refuse to purchase any
products sold in a multi-level marketing organization regardless of the salesperson. However, when
asked specifically if she would purchase from an older relative, she conceded that she "would have
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if the cost is not too high. Actually, the Chinese are very pragmatic people. Ifthey really don't want
to buy a product, they will find an excuse not to buy it." A retired college professor offers still
another explanation. "People buy it because they want to make money. They buYlt
..m order to sell
it. II
There may be some good that comes from Amway. At one marketing meef mg, officials noted
that "Amway sellers don't spit or throw cigarette butts on the sidewalk" and made references to
Amways environmental benefits emphasizing cleanliness. Of one thing the Chinese can be sure·

'

Exploitation of Chinese markets based on Chinese culture will continue.
Insurance vendors are busy on the streets of Wuhan working from portable tables that serve
as makeshift offices. The first time that I had noticed the vendors, I had thought that they mtght
. have
been "officials" passing out information on new government programs. They rerrunded
.
me of
Western marketing analysts who work the shopping malls gathering marketing huormat10n
.-~
. on the
buying habits and personal product choices of consumers. Potential customers would approach the
table, speak with the salesperson for few minutes, then decide whether to purchase the "policy."
I asked my Chinese guide how the "insured" collected on the policy in the event of a covered

loss. "You just return to the vendor and take care of it there" she responded · "B ut," I .mststed,
.
"what
if the vendor is no longer at the same street comer?" The response was a qmc
· k and short, "don't
know."
I was later offered "life insurance" when I purchased an airline ticket flor a n·tght from Wuhan
to Shanghai and then to Hong Kong. The ticket agent seemed surprised that 1 had declined the
policy. Being familiar with China's aviation safety record, I immediately checked the manufacturer
of the aircraft that I just purchased a seat on confirming that it was, indeed' Amencan
. made. Chinese
airlines servicing mainland China routinely offer life insurance policies to fare~paymg~passengers.
.
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Not all Chinese are as industrious as the new entrepreneurs. Government controlled shops
close at 11:30 a.m. for lunch and an afternoon rest immediately follows . Workers typically sleep at
the workplace, making themselves comfortable on rice mats or cardboard strips. Often, workers will

nap while sitting upright at the entrance of the shop in a small wooden chair. The shops reopen at
3:00p.m. and remain staffed until 5:00p.m. when workers return home for the evening.
Napping is not limited to afternoon hours. While shopping in Wuchang a blackout caused
little concern as shops remained open to the public. Shop clerks simply napped while awaiting the
restoration of power. Potential buyers continued to examine merchandise in the darkened interior.
On one road trip, I happened to come across a truck that had broken down in a highway rest

area. Workers napped on rice mats placed in the shade underneath the vehicle while awaiting help.
It is also common for the night guards posted at the entrance of the university guest house to sleep

so soundly that one only needed to reach inside the barred window and take the keys from the desk
to open the locked gate. If the keys were out of reach, climbing the gate presented no problems
providing sufficient athletic ability allowed for unhindered clearance of the gate.
Enterprising university students are familiar with the stock market and forfeit their afternoon
naps in order to learn of the current stock market prices. One afternoon I was invited to accompany
an avid investor to the transaction building. On the first floor the general public watches monitors
display the latest results of trading. On the second floor, computers are available to research and
trade for those with established accounts. For the more serious investor, private rooms protected by
guards allow patrons use of personal computer terminals. Tea is served to investors as they
contemplate their next transaction. One university student and avid investor noted, 11 We feel
important here. We are wealthy businessmen. This is like Wall Street. 11
The Chinese continue to view Americans as wealthy. This perception is made manifest at
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popular attractions where there are different prices, one for foreigners and another for Chinese. The
entrance fee doubles for foreigners. Quickly learning the phrase 11 Wo shi zhongguo ren 11 lowered the
admission to some attractions. Its success attributed more to the shock of a foreigner speaking
chinese than to being confronted as to the price difference.42
The workers at "Mao's Summer Retreat" in Wuhan, a less-traveled city, were fairly easy to
persuade, although they did ask for a passport proving citizenship. A simple response of "Why
would a Chinese citizen carry around a passport?" was enough to be quickly ushered in to see the
retreat at the lower price. The Chinese feel that since foreigners have more money they have a
responsibility to share with their less fortunate neighbors. In fact, it is their duty to extract the
maximum amount of money in any way possible.
This apparent lack of understanding ofEast-West culture is damaging to the Chinese tourist
industry, an industry that China is desperately trying to develop. The government has lifted premiums
on train and airline tickets, but discrimination remains prevalent throughout the country in many
other forms.
On the other hand, Chinese hospitality is extremely beneficial to the tourist industry. The
Chinese will go to great lengths to make foreigners feel comfortable and welcome, often expending
their own time and money in the process. They are eager to make "foreign friends," especially
Americans.

42

Literal translation, "I am [a] Chinese person."
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Environment
Environmental pollution does not recognize geographical or political borders, and with
china's population of 1.2 billion people concern for sustainable development has the attention of the
world.
The Chinese routinely throw garbage into the Yangtze River. Pedestrians walking the river's
edge and passengers riding the ferry between Wuchang and Hankou think nothing of dropping trash
into the water. I have had the unpleasant opportunity to witness a passenger throw a soda can into
the river when a trash can was located directly next to his seat. I watched closely to see if there were
any signs that this behavior was unacceptable to other passengers on the ferry. There were no
negative reactions that I could see.

In the upper reaches of the Yangtze River, raw sewage is pumped freely into the river where
it is washed downstream into the next village. From a distance, discarded trash appears as white rock
on the river bank. A closer look reveals decomposing debris. In the city, trash is thrown into the
streets where street sweepers create neat piles that are later infested by large rats. The smell can be
overwhelming in the heat of the summer.
Fortunately, the Chinese do not generate a large amount of trash. Merchandise packaging is
often reused or left in place. Food is purchased at markets where packaging is seldom necessary.
But as Western society introduces its "throw away" culture to China, the disposal of waste may
become a major issue in the near future .
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Shopping
Capitalism is alive and well in China. The streets ofWuchang, Hankou and Hanyang overflow
with merchants marketing services, products, and business opportunities from small shops. The
marketplace resembles a giant flea market where vendors' booths line both sides of the street.
Merchants unable to afford a storefront simply spread a blanket on the concrete sidewalk to display
merchandise. Bicycle repair shops are little more than a mechanic with a tool box on a busy street
corner. Other "fix it" shops operate from similar locations. No permits or licenses are required.
While walking through the marketplace, my guide informed me that the Chinese are not
capitalistic like Americans: "Americans think only of money and how to become wealthy. In China
we are socialist and concerned for the group." It was obvious that this individual had either been
misled about capitalism or was completely ignorant of the concept.
Not all Chinese are ignorant of the unrefined capitalism that is taking hold in China. For those
who have traveled abroad, the difference is clear. In Beijing, one senior Chinese professor stated that
"this new capitalism seems 'raw' to me--uncivil. I didn't have this feeling when I visited the United
States, where your capitalism may be too big, but at least is governed by law. Here it is 'raw. "'43 In
China, there are few laws governing small businesses. One Wuhan parent explains that "In Wuhan,
people were caught selling 'powdered milk' that wasn't milk at all and that in fact contained poisonous
ingredients. People don't care, as long as they make money." Perry Link notes that
A young professor in Beijing made the same point, telling a shocking story
whose truth I do not doubt, because I know him well, but which must be viewed as
an unusually extreme instance: "A couple who live downstairs contracted with a
private 'day care service.' But they found their child not sleeping at bedtime--indeed,
remaining wide awake late into the night. Eventually they discovered that the toddlers
at this 'day care' began their day by taking 'candies.' These actually were sleeping pills,
43

Perry Link, Evening Chats in Beijing (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1992), 72.
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used to keep the tots drowsy or asleep and, therefore easy to manage. The parents
were furious, but there was nothing they could do except withdraw their child. In
some countries you can sue. But what can you do here?44
Shopping in China is not quite the same as making a purchase in the West. First, negotiation
is expected in all but government stores. Usually the price quoted is twice the amount that the vendor
is willing to accept. The counter offer should be at about 25 percent of the amount willing to be
paid.
Taxi rides are typically negotiated when a driver is requested for several hours. The shorter
cab rides are metered. On metered rides, drivers often ride in circles doubling the cost of the ride,
so careful attention to the route is necessary.
Quality control is not a manufacturer's concern. Substandard products flood the marketplace
and are referred to as shui huo or "water goods." Checking the quality of a CD, cassette tape, or
computer software is necessary to ensure its performance. Each music store has a stereo system used
to "test" merchandise before leaving the store. Some vendors require payment in advance ofthe
testing procedure, so that the determining factor becomes operation of the media instead of quality.
Careful inspection of clothing and shoes is necessary to ensure proper assembly and good fit. Missing
buttons, broken zippers, and unsewn seams are not uncommon.
Food markets sell only the freshest produce and meats. Chicken and seafood are purchased
live. The vendor will slaughter and pluck the chicken for an additional fee. Beef and pork is hung
from large hooks and the customer selects the desired cut. The stench at the market can be
overwhelming. Ironically, the food is delicious.
Chinese antiques are rare and difficult to find . Searching for Red Guard memorabilia led me

44

Ibid., 72.
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to a small private vendor outside ofGuilin Temple in Hanyang. Drawn inside by old books displayed
on the sidewalk, I noticed a large glass cabinet that extended to the ceiling. A Red Guard poster lined
the back of the case. I asked the vendor ifhe had anything else from the 1960s, and he offered some
old magazines. Scanning the walls I noticed several "Mao pins" stuck inside the sliding glass door
track of the large cabinet. Requesting to "take a look," the vendor became hesitant saying that they
were of no value. Upon my insistence to "have a look," the pins gained considerable value.
mtimately, I left the shop with an original Red Guard arm band, ten Mao pins and two "li'tti
'
e red
books." Only in Shanghai did I come across Mao pins again, this time at a street market in the

poorer

.
waterfront area. The Chinese would like nothing more than to erase the Cultural Revolut'IOU time
period from their history and have achieved some degree of success in doing this.
On a quest to fmd a gift for an American doctor friend as well as herbal medicine for the
stomach pain of a Chinese friend in America, I found myself being driven to "medical department
stores." Roaming around the second floor looking for a Chinese doctor's doll I came a
cross a
'
machine that reminded me of something that resembled a cross between an old Sears Crafts
.
man arr
compressor and an upright vacuum cleaner. 45 Taking a closer look at the machine, I noticed next to
the Chinese Characters the words "abortion machine" and "deluxe abortion machine." Still in
complete shock of this discovery, I asked my guide to explain the machine and its use. He explained
that it was a birth control machine for women and I "shouldn't be concerned." I asked him 1'fl

could

buy one and he said I could but "he didn't know why I would want one in the first place " then .
quickly
'
ushered me to another part of the store.
In most Western countries medical equipment and procedures are controlled H

'

·

.
owever, m

45
A Chinese doctor' s doll is au antique doll, usually made of porcelain, which allowed a femal
.
·
I
· · · the Iocahon
· of pam
· or IDJUry
· ·
to the doctor.
e patient to
remam c othed while pmpomhng
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China, the medical equipment and the right to perform medical procedures do not fall into the strict
control of the government. Anyone knowing where to purchase the machine, and having some
degree of knowledge about how to use it, can perform abortion procedures on pregnant women.
Further, the conditions under which the operation is performed are not regulated and fall
within the discretion of those administering the care. Often, it is untrained personnel whose sole
objective is to earn a living by performing abortions, which determined risk factors .
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The Countryside
While exploring the countryside, a young man and woman that we met on one of the larger
busses made the request to be our guide. They said that they were from the area and knew of the
most beautiful countryside area 3-4 hours away. Since time was of no importance, I agreed.
Boarding a boat, we set out for the upper reaches of the Yangtze River. After a 2-hour bus ride and
a 2-hour boat ride, we reached the smaller tributaries of the Yangtze River.
In the countryside, few Chinese have had the opportunity to meet or even see foreigners
although foreigners are much more common in China today. When traveling through remote villages,
outsiders will find that many Chinese are familiar with the English word "hello" and attempt to greet
Westerners in English. The townspeople often follow the newcomer out of curiosity trying to talk
with them or touch their hair or clothes. The Chinese are excellent at making the visitor feel
welcome, comfortable, and secure, although visitors remain something of a novelty.
I spent a few days in a small village on the outskirts of Badong on the Yangtze river
exploring the countryside. The inn keeper usually made preparations for the morning meal a day in
advance and my request for dumplings, a common Chinese food, did not appear on the hotel
restaurant's menu.46 To my surprise, my host arranged for a nearby family who operated a smaller

inn frequented by Chinese, to prepare a breakfast of dumplings, soup and green tea. In the morning
I was greeted at my hotel room and escorted up the mountainside to the small inn where the
innkeeper had arranged a wood table and chairs on the balcony overlooking the river in breathtaking
scenery. The inn keeper served trays of freshly cooked dumplings until I could no longer eat while

46

The hotel restaurant was actually a separate building 500 yards from the hotel on the west hill overlooking
the river. It appeared to be the local gathering place where villagers enjoy tea and listen to the latest news. The "menu"
was not available in written form. A request for food was either granted or denied based on the availability of
ingredients or the cooks ability to prepare the dish.
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the curious village children watched every move.
Exploring the Chinese countryside is a unique experience. The most common way to travel
is by bus, with the busses getting smaller and more uncomfortable as the proximity from the city
increases. Roadways are mostly inadequate, rarely paved, and often impassable. The fine dry soil
is stirred up by the lead vehicle creating a dust storm that is intensified by the practice of closing the
windows in the trailing vehicles in an effort to prevent the dust from entering through the windows.
The soil is so fine that closing the windows is of little help and actually traps the dust inside making
it impossible to breathe. The driver frequently yells to the passengers to "close the windows" and
becomes irate if the instruction is not followed . The driver seems to be oblivious to the fact that the
passengers are suffocating.47
At different points along the route, the bus is ferried across rivers and streams where the
expectation of a bridge is presumed but incorrect. The approach to the ferry can be unnerving in the
absence of guard rails as the steep and winding roadways show signs of deterioration from lack of
maintenance. Boarding the ferry can also be risky business as the boat is never secured to a dock but
simply turned into the shoreline where the roadway ends with the ferry engines running as if to drive
the boat up the bank of the river. On one occasion, a vehicle was partly on the ferry when a wave
caused the ferry to move perpendicular to the shoreline. The vehicle became hung up on the ferry
and was unable to move under its own power. The jam was finally broken after several men worked
about an hour to lift the vehicle to where it was no longer teetering between the ramp and the
roadway.
Paying tolls along the country roads sometimes turns into an hour long wait as the driver

47

the bus.

The driver has a fan that moves the air away from his face forcing the dust particles toward the back of
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decides, without announcing to the passengers, that a break from the trip is in order. The driver may
disappear into a roadside hut emerging an hour or so later. The passengers assume that he is working
out some sort of travel problem. It is only after the driver gets back on the bus with his empty lunch
pail that the passengers realize that the delay was nothing more than a break and a friendly visit
between comrades.
Street vendors swarm the busses during the delays of either waiting for a ferry or an errant
driver, selling everything from red bean ice pops to various kinds of raw vegetables and squash. The
vendors descend upon the busses even before the bus has come to a full stop and refuse to back off
until their baskets are emptied. It is not enough that you have purchased something. You must
purchase everything. But this too, is not sufficient. After purchasing all of the vendor's stock,
another vendor will take the place of the last vendor starting the cycle over from the start. The only
successful way to deal with the vendors is to simply aim a camera in their direction. They scatter
quickly in fear of having their picture taken.
Elementary school children in the countryside are expected to spend their summer vacation
selling merchandise in order to finance their tuition for the fall semester. They are often seen barefoot
in tourist areas and at bus stops toting a plastic mesh basket full of fireworks or vegetables. The price
often starts at two to three times what the child is actually willing to accept and quickly drops as the
potential buyer wanders farther away. Often, a child will follow a potential customer for two to three
miles waiting to make a sale. Their persistence is due to their strong desire to attend school.

In the countryside, the family is expected to pay the student's tuition ofRMB 300 Y per year
directly to the school. 48 Those who fail to raise the tuition are excluded from the classroom although

48

Exchange rates in December 1997 RMB 8.25 Y.
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this is rare. Family and friends are willing to lend the required tuition if the child is unable to raise
the money himself.

CHAPTER4
SHANGHAI

City Life
My visit to Shanghai was short but enlightening. I was there to visit a friend who worked

as an electrical engineer on the Yangtze River dam project. We met at a University in Wuhan while
he was researching and developing a "new product," a series of computer controlled switches
designed to prevent circuit overloads in power delivery systems.
Xia Jun suggested that I visit Shanghai, "China's New York City." I imagined that the living
conditions in Shanghai would be similar to those of my friends in Beijing, and maybe better, since
Shanghai had the reputation of wealth. My expectations were destroyed upon touring both the
factory and the government-assigned living quarters.
Four men shared a single room no larger than 200 square feet. The living quarters allotted
these men was slightly less than that of the average Shanghai resident.

Table 7. L' ·

b

City

fsel

d Chi

I

1993

Space (Sq. Meters)

Space (Sq. Feet)

Beijing

8.5

91.50

Shanghai

7.3

78.60

Wuhan ( Central Hubei Province)

6.5

70.00

Chongqing (Western Hubei Province)

6.3

67.80

Source: David S.G. Goodman, China's Provinces in Refonn: Class, Community and Political Culture. (New York:
Routledge, 1997) 178, quoting ( Zhongguo tongji nianjian 1994 [Statistical Yearbook ofChina 1994}, Zhongguo tongji
chubanshe, Beijing, 1994, p.321
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The leader of the work unit assigned each man a single bunk. The lower 1
eveI

Was more
desirable since mosquito netting suspended from the upper bunk completely protected
the sleepmg
.
.
.
area underneath from hungry pests. Rice mats covered the wtre spnng assembly wher
e one Would
have expected to see a mattress.
Personal storage consisted of an upright locker at the foot of each bunk

.
contatnin

g a small

closet and two large drawers. A pad lock prevented theft.
Four men shared two small desks; a single lamp placed on one desk allo
wed for ev .
.
.
enmg
reading. Bamboo shades blocked the afternoon sun and proVIded pnvacy from the b
usy street below.
That "old familiar green" decorated the lower half of the wall with the upper half
covered in a high
gloss white. The echo of voices bouncing off the bare concrete floor left a cold and h
ollow feeling.
.
A broken radio sitting on the window sill crackled out dtstorted sounds providing d'
.
tverston fr
om the
noisy street below. Water stains covered the wall directly below the window sill
Where the rain
flowed freely through the damaged window frame.
The room had two windows, one that faced the interior hallway and another .
Wtth a view to
the West. The Western view overlooked the workers office complex directly a
cross th
e street. A
cafeteria inside the work compound accommodated employees in three shifts servin
g breakfast and
lunch. Workers took turns preparing dinner in the interior hallway outside the sl .
eepmg quarters. A
hot plate and rice cooker on a wood table served as a kitchen. Newspaper covered th
e table top and
cooking oils and spices were neatly stacked on the back of the table against the wall
· The electrical
receptacle powering the hotplate and surface mounted on the face of the wall da
' ng1ed b
Yone screw.
The wire leading to the receptacle hung freely across the hallway, winding it's wa .
YInto a 1
arger panel
overhead. The obvious lack of facilities increased my curiosity.
"Where is the bathroom," I asked inquisitively?
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"The entire floor shares a bathroom. There are community restrooms on
alternating floors; men on odd floors and women on the even floors."
"There must be a mad dash for the showers in the morning," I said,
remembering how my own family had to take turns with eight people sharing one
bathroom.
"We don't have showers here."
"Then how do all these people bathe?"
"With a sponge and a basin."
The young engineer complained of the noise and his inability to sleep at night. I asked why
he did not just move to another room on the east side of the building away from the street. "Rooms
are assigned" he explained. "Knowing the person that assigns the rooms is very important and I don't
have a relationship with the man. But, the worker across the hallway has a quieter room and he will
be moving to a foreign company soon giving up his quarters. While there is no hope for an official
assignment, the room can be secured by other means. Since the man is a friend, he will let me know
when he is ready to move. Then, as he is moving his things out, and before the room can be
reassigned, I will move my things in. It is unlikely that I will be required to give up possession of the
room once I have my belonging moved inside."
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Living Standards
In a survey of 30,000 urban Chinese families, 500 from Shanghai, the average per capita
income in 1994 was RMB 5,566 Y. The incomes of the top 10 percent averaged RMB 11,630 Y
while the bottom 10 percent averaged RMB 2,986 Y. 49 Xia Jun earned an annual income ofRMB
12,000 Y in 1997, clearly at the higher end of the scale. His savings totaled about RMB 10, 000 Y
accumulated over a period of about three years. The reality is that even those who have incomes at
the top of the scale are by no means "rich" and the survey only endorses the fact that the gap between
the rich and poor is widening. One Chinese professor from Guangzhou noted that "Sure, our living
standards have improved in the 1980s, mostly because of the government's reform program. But
these improvements are basically just a matter of catching up to where China was before the Cultural
Revolution. "50
The newly installed politicians are working toward eliminating government assigned housing.
Prime Minister Shu Rongji said that he would end the system in which state-owned companies and
ministries provide free or extremely cheap housing to employees. His goal is to commercialize all
housing. The potential housing crisis amid high unemployment will create substantial hardship for
struggling Chinese workers.
In Shanghai, high-rise buildings tower above the roof lines of the hutongs where many
Shanghai residents are being forced from their homes. Workers who are not involved with large
foreign companies or employed by the government in professional positions usually live in these older

49

David Goodman, ed. , China's Provinces in Refonn: Class, Community and Political Culture (New
York: Routledge, 1997), 179, 180.

so Perry Link, Evening Chats in Beijing (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1992), 52.
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slum-like dwellings. Many of these homes are being tom down to make way for new office b . .
udd 10gs
in a market that is reportedly overbuilt. Some economists referred to the building boom "
as a new
version of the Great Leap Forward" and warned officials to consider carefully the long term "'
euects.si
Tiao gong, the movement of workers from one job to another, is increasing in Ch'
tna. The
desire to work for a foreign company is strong, and employment with foreign owned co
.
mparues is
aggressively sought after. Workers know that they will be able to make substantially m
ore money

and increase their standard of living by simply gaining employment with one of the

c-.

•

se •oretgn

compames.
When asked about his future, Xia Jun explains, "I can't even think about gettin

.
g marned

Although some men marry and live with their wife in the dormitory, it causes a great

amount of
stress. When a child is born, the stress becomes greater. I cannot even think about ma .
frymg until
I am able to afford a home of my own. I am twenty-five years old now. With a foreig
n company,
I could probably make enough money in five or six years if I save everything. My friend
Works for
Seimans. I have been trying to get a job there. I don't want to be an old man when 1 marry."
Many educated youth are leaving their state-sponsored jobs to pursue positi

ons where a

foreign work ethic becomes necessary. Workers who are unable to adjust to longer wo k h
r ours and
higher productivity are released from the foreign company and left without work.
RSL Group, an import/export company based in Florida with offices in Beijing and Sh

.
angha1

'

reportedly closed their Shanghai office citing theft and the lack of motivated workers Th
· e owner
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Li Cheng, Rediscovering China: Dynamics and Dilemmas ofRefonn (Maryland: Row:m
Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1997), 207. "During the Great Leap Forward in the late 1950's, millions of~~d
people were ordered by Mao and Communist officials to build a 'furnace in the backyard' to produce st
ese
expense of the development of agriculttue and light industly." Today, focus is placed on office build' ee1at the
hotels at the expense of the long term effects that Shanghai will experience as a result of its shortsigh~~s and fancy
boom.
e real estate
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ofthe company, Robert Liu, complained that "Workers fail to answer phone messages, respond to
requests for information, and constantly lose long awaited government documents allowing for the
transfer of goods." On one occasion a delegation of buyers scheduled to visit a manufacturing plant
in the United States had to postpone its trip. Workers had "lost" the paperwork allowing for the
travel of the group.
Mr. Liu noted "yes, Chinese workers are cheaper when you figure their basic per hour rate

of pay. However, when you factor their output, the Western workers win hands down." Motivation
and production are problems that Chinese workers will encounter in the future dealings with foreignowned companies and in the global marketplace.

CHAPTERS
CONCLUSION

The enormous challenges facing China suggest an uncertain future. Although economic
collapse and political chaos are highly unlikely, they cannot be dismissed as inconceivable. Further,
conflict among political ideology, economic plans, and traditional values creates mounting problems
that will require special attention and creative solutions.
The rising expectation in the standard of living among citizens in the wake of economic reform
creates problems due to China's diverse conditions.

As the economy develops and social complexity

increases, the state will be forced to adapt to the new social forces it creates.
People's lives are changing dramatically and within a single individual's life span. New
lifestyles are being experienced and the potential for the development of feelings of positive selfdevelopment and of resentment exist in equal share. Many citizens will experience disappointment
and resentment as the gap between the rich and the poor widens. Polarization and competition are
likely to occur creating conflict within China's population.

As a nation-state, China has the distinct advantage of being able to draw on the experiences
and technology of fully developed nations. The country does not need to invest in technologies of
its own but is free to import information from nations that have invested substantially in terms of time
and money. Japan benefitted greatly from the industrial revolution and Western technology
catapulting it into a developed nation status in a comparatively short period oftime. China, however,
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cannot be modeled after Japan. Authors David Goodman and Gerald Segal make note of this in their
analysis of China. "China's experience is significantly different from its East Asian late-capitalist
neighbors in ways that may well influence the political consequences of social and economic change,
not only domestically but also internationally. Its size is a relatively obvious but frequently
underestimated difference. China is massive and this has always created problems for political control
and economic direction." 52
As China continues to strive toward the goal of restoring its greatness, a problem that it has

wrestled with for the last century, the West continues to move forward and become stronger.
China's leaders have focused on only one answer, economic reform. The problem is clearly much
bigger than the leaders are willing to admit.
The single most important change in international affairs that caused China to rise to potential
superpower status was the death of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War. Without benefit
of "wild card" status in a bipolar world, China has no choice but to interact in an interdependent
world. China can no longer rely on the "strategic triangle" diplomacy practiced during the Mao years
and will be forced to practice international diplomacy on a much higher level.
Currently, China is a net food and energy importer, and its deficit in these areas will grow as
economic development progresses.53 Additionally, China requires foreign markets for its exports.
With these two realities, China can be expected to run trade deficits with countries that produce
primary goods and raw material and run a surplus with developed economies with large markets.
Once China's economy becomes a firmly established part of the global economy and relies on
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David Goodman and Gerald Segal, China Without Deng (New York: HarperCollins, 1995), 59.

The Y angtze River D am project intends to reduce China's dependence on imported energy, however, its
success is seriously questioned.
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international trade and foreign investment, the cost of giving up profits and finance will be prohibitive.
The only realistic situation under which China may become less interdependent with the outside world
is if the domestic economy totally collapses, a possible, but unlikely occurrence.
With the emergence of disputes over human rights, environmental and military issues, as well
as border and territorial questions, it is certain that China's interdependence with the outside world
will be fraught with problems. The sensitive and proper handling of these issues will not elevate
China to a more favorable global position, but will prevent China from declining into an inferior
position in the realm of public opinion.
China's ability to deal with internal social, political and economic problems will be
compounded by these external social, political and economic forces. Unlike the modernization of
most Western nations, China will have the formidable task of performing on the international stage
with firmly established leading actors of considerable wealth, power and prestige. As the newcomer,
China may be forced to concede to foreign powers on issues it considers sovereign, yet the world
views as "global." Reform by "fording the river by feeling the way from rock to rock" is no longer
a feasible option as China is forced into the fast paced global community.
Modernization has rarely been a smooth or planned process. Historically, social unrest and
political uncertainty accompany rapid economic change. With the "old guard" no longer able to
guarantee the status quo, the winds of change are inevitable. And while change may not secure
China's future, it will prevent its demise.

GLOSSARY

ban. Literal translation is to remove, move, or take away.
bai pu. Literal translation is arrange or assume to be universal or common.
chop. A chop is an official stamp similar to a signature.
da kuan. Literal translation is big money.
dang piao. Literal translation is political party ticket.
dou fu . Literal translation is to fight or struggle for riches and wealth.
dowager. A widow owning property or a title from her deceased husband. A dignified elderly
woman.
gai bang. Literal translation is beggar gang.
genr zheng. To have a good family background. A metaphor for those who have a good political
nature.

guanxi. Literal translation is diplomatic relationship.
mamu. Three wheeled vehicle used as a taxi to transport people. Usually human powered.
mang liu. Jobless peasant in search for work, usually in the bigger cities.
shui huo. Literal translation, water goods. Substandard products.
xia hai . Literal translation is go to the sea.
xiao huang di. Literal translation is little emperor.
ye zi huo. To make big money.
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